
A ugustine 
Guided by the Holy Spirit, we strive to grow in loving support and forgiveness in union 
with Jesus Christ.  We pledge our talents and resources through communal worship, 
Christian education, service, outreach, and witness, to love God and neighbor in the world 
around us.  Prayerfully seeking to make the efforts of each the advantage of all, we invite, 
encourage, and welcome all to join us. 

t.   S 

September 25, 2011               68035 Main Street - Richmond, Michigan 48062        (586) 727-5215 

Live ~ Learn ~ Grow 
 

What is a Sacramental? 
 

A sacramental is an object or an 

action that the Church uses after 

the manner of sacraments, in order 

to achieve through the merits of the 

faithful certain effects, mainly of a 

spiritual nature.   
 

They differ from sacraments in not 

having been instituted by Christ to 

produce their effect in virtue of the 

ritual performed.  Their efficacy 

depends not on the rite itself, as in the sacraments, but 

on the influence of prayerful petition; that of the 

person who uses them and of the Church in approving 

their practice.   
 

The variety of sacramentals spans the whole range of 

times and places, words and actions, objects and 

gestures that, on the Church’s authority, draw not only 

on the personal dispositions of the individual but on 

the merits and prayers of the whole Mystical Body of 

Christ.  (Modern Catholic Dictionary).   
 

Look around your home, how many sacramentals can 

you find?  Do you have a rosary or a crucifix on the 

wall?  Do you have your Bible on a side table?  Maybe 

you have sacramentals in jewelry form?  Do you receive 

ashes on Ash Wednesday?  
 

This challenge to learn more about sacramentals is a 

great way to put the rich Catholic faith back into your 

life.  Sometimes, because we don’t use things often, we 

forget about them. 
 

Let’s put Christ and all His many gifts back into our 

lives.  Let’s “Live~Learn~Grow” in our faith life. 
 

See you all at Mass~ 

Tina Kovalcik 

Pastoral Associate/DRE 

First Penance Enrollment 
 

Sunday, September 25th 
Immediately following 11:30 a.m. Mass 

 

Parish Council Meeting 
 

A Parish Council Meeting is scheduled for 

Tuesday, September 27, at 7:30 p.m. in Room 7 

of the Parish Center Building  All parishioners 

are welcome to attend. 

 Parish Town Hall Meeting 
 

ATTENTION 
Meeting Date Postponed 

 

The parish town hall meeting originally scheduled for 
Wednesday, September 28, 2011 at 7:00 p.m., has been 
postponed due to scheduling conflicts.  A new 
meeting date has not been confirmed yet.  Please 
watch upcoming bulletins for a revised meeting date. 
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St. Augustine  

Parish Pastoral Council 

2010-2011 

 Debbie Michon - Chair  

 Jill Hebel - Secretary  

 

 Steven Kovalcik   

 Jessica Leenknegt   

 Charlene Pizzimenti  

 Jason Smalley  

 Arlene Schweiger  

 Patty Smith  

 Bridget Urquhart 

 Fr. Joe Plawecki  

St. Augustine Catholic Church 
 

68035 Main St., Richmond, Michigan 48062  
Website - http://www.staugustinecatholicchurch.com 

Email - staugustinerichmond@comcast.net 

 

Parish Office: (586) 727-5215              Fax: (586) 727-3760 
 

Hours:  Monday - Friday, 9:00 a.m. - 11:30 a.m. and 
Monday - Thursday - 1:30 p.m. - 5:00 p.m., or by appointment 

 

Bulletin Submissions Deadline:  5:00 p.m. on Friday for the 

following weekend; deadline changes near major holidays. 

Please submit electronically to staugustinerichmond@comcast.net 

 
    Rev. Joseph Plawecki, Pastor - Ext. 115 

    Rev. John Nedumcheril, Associate Pastor - Ext. 119 

    Bob Fillhart, Business Manager - Ext. 116 

    Colleen Baumgarten, Bookkeeper - Ext. 114 

    Joe Agosta, Director of Music - Ext. 171 

    Ted Suwalkowski, Director of Buildings and Grounds - Ext. 127 

    Barbara Armstrong & Patti Misiuk, Secretaries - Ext. 110 
    

Office of Faith Formation: (586) 727-9290 
Email - faithformation@staugustinecatholicchurch.com 

 

    Tina Kovalcik,  

    Pastoral Associate/Director of Religious Education - Ext. 125 

    Lisa Hamel, After-School Program Assistant - Ext. 141 

    Beth Montgomery, Secretary - Ext. 111     
 

Youth Ministry (586) 727-9290 
 

     

 St. Augustine School: (586) 727-9365 

Website - http://www.staugustinecatholicschool.com 

 
    Melissa Lipsmeier, Principal - Ext. 131 
    Connie Miller, Secretary - Ext. 129 
    Judy Rey, Secretary - Ext. 130 
 
    Sunday Masses:   
       Saturday - 5:00 p.m.; Sunday - 7:30, 9:30, 11:30 a.m.  
 
    Daily Masses:   
       Monday, Wednesday, and Friday - 8:00 a.m.; 
       Thursday - 8:45 a.m. 
       Tuesday - 6:30 p.m.; First Saturday of the Month - 8:00 a.m. 
 
    Holy Day Masses:  6:00 a.m., 8:00 a.m., and 7:00 p.m. 
 

    Sacrament of Reconciliation:   
       Saturday, 4:15 p.m. in Church; or by appointment. 
 

    Sacrament of Baptism: 
       Preparation is required. Please contact the Office of  
       Faith Formation as far in advance as possible. 
 

    Sacrament of Marriage:  
       Arrangements must be made at least six months in  
       advance; contact the Pastor for an appointment.  
  
   Sacrament of the Sick: 
       Notify the Parish Office of any need for hospital or home visits. 

~ This Week Ahead ~ 
 

Monday, September 26, 2011 
8:00 p.m. - AA Meeting (Hall) 
 

Tuesday, September 27, 2011 
7:30 p.m. - Parish Council (Room 7) 
 

Wednesday, September 28, 2011 
4:30 p.m. - Faith Formation (Hall) 
6:15 p.m. - Festival Committee Meeting (Room 7) 
6:30 p.m. - Contemp.Music Ensemble Practice (Church) 
7:00 p.m. - Disciples of Jesus Prayer Group (Room 2) 
 

Thursday, September 29, 2011 
7:00 p.m. - Choir Practice (Church) 
 

Saturday, October 1, 2011 
8:00 a.m. - First Saturday Mass (Church) 
4:15 p.m. - Reconciliation (Church) 
 

Sunday, October 2, 2011 
9:00 a.m. - Faith Formation (Hall) 

    Registration and Parish Membership: 
       New Parishioners are always welcome!  
      Call or visit the Parish Office during business hours to  
      request registration materials. 
      Please remember to notify the Parish Office of any change  
      in your address, phone number, or membership status. 
 

    Richmond Knights of Columbus: 
      Brian J. Brickel, Grand Knight  
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Please remember  

those who are facing  

the challenges of 

 illness at home  

or in the hospital 

 

                        

                        Our Parish Life 
 

    Scriptures                                                      Intentions 

 

 

 

 

 

 
   I  Rosemary Costa & Matthew Hoch 
 
III  Meghan Hancock &  Brian Siler 

               Monday, September 26, 2011                        St. Cosmas & St. Damian 

Zec 8:1-8 
Lk 9:46-50 

7:30 a.m. - 
Rosary 

8:00 a.m. - 
Mass 

Genevieve Wroblewski, 
   req. by Jim & Pat McKiernan 

             Tuesday, September 27, 2011                             St. Vincent de Paul 

Zec 8:20-23 
Lk 9:51-56 

6:00 p.m. - 
Rosary 

6:30 p.m. - 
Mass 

Stephen Smalley, 
  req. by Joan Smalley  
  & Family 

            Wednesday, September 28, 2011                           St. Wenceslaus &   
                                                                                St. Lawrence Ruiz & companions 

Neh 2:1-8 
Lk 9:57-62 

7:30 a.m. - 
Rosary 

Divine Mercy Chaplet 
8:00 a.m. - 

Mass 

Bernadette Smith, 
   req. by Cindy Manchik 

             Thursday, September 29, 2011                       St. Michael, St. Gabriel & 
                                                                                                      St. Raphael 

Dn 7:9-10, 13-14 
Jn 1:47-51 

8:15 a.m. - 
Rosary 

8:45 a.m. - 
Mass 

Ray Lewandowski, 
12th Anniversary Remembrance, 
Helen Lewandowski. 
4th Anniversary Remembrance, 
   req. by Dolly & Benjy Bertossi 

                Friday, September 30, 2011                                   St. Jerome     

Bar 1:15-22 
Lk 10:13-16 

7:30 a.m. - 
Rosary 

8:00 a.m. - 
Mass 

Jennifer Ilowski Patterson, 
   req. by William & Agnes Esper 

                Saturday, October 1, 2011                       St. Therese of the Child Jesus 

Bar 4:5-12, 27-29 
Lk 10:17-24  

8:00 a.m.- 
Mass 

Reconciliation 

Karin Carlson - 
Birthday Remembrance, 
   req. by Anna & Jim Bryer 
 

Sunday, October 2, 2011 

Twenty-Seventh Sunday 

in Ordinary Time 

 

 

 

 
 

+Eucharistic Liturgies: 
 

- Saturday - 

5:00 p.m. 

- Sunday - 

7:30 a.m.;  9:30 a.m.;   

11:30 a.m. 
 

Scriptures: 
 

Isaiah 5:1-7 

Philippians 4:6-9 

Matthew 21:33-43 
 

Intentions:  
 

Irene Caughell - 

2nd Anniversary Remembrance,  

req. by Family & Friends 
 

Kathleen Hebel - 

5th Anniversary & 

Birthday Remembrance, 

req. by Her Husband, Chick Hebel 
 

Eugene Ureel, 

req. by Francis & Pat Manchik 
 

Irene Kaminski, 

req. by The Kaminski Family 
 

Frances Parinello, 

req. by Ed & Mary Siegrist 

The flowers on the 
altar are in memory 
of Stephen Smalley on 
the occasion of his 
second anniversary               
remembrance. 
From his mother, 
Joan Smalley.  
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Widowed Friends 
        In the Archdiocese of Detroit 

 

Festival Committee Meeting 
 

The wrap up Festival Committee Meeting is scheduled 

for Wednesday, September 28 at 6:15 p.m. in Room 7 of 

the Parish Center Building.  All parishioners are 

welcome to attend.  We would like to hear feedback and 

start discussions in planning next year’s festival. 

 

Altar Sodality Meeting 
 

The next Altar Sodality meeting will be Tuesday, 

October 4, at 7:15 p.m. in the Parish Hall. 

 

The guest speaker for the meeting will be Jill Hebel, 

from the Pro-Life group.  There will also be a variety of 

books available for a donation. 

 

The Refreshment Committee for the meeting is: Pattie 

Papuga, Dee Franz, Kathy Dolan and Sandy Pridotkas. 

 

New members are always welcome! 

 

Imago Dei Baby Bottle Drive 
 

Thank You  
 

The Imago Dei Crisis Pregnancy 

Center, along with the St. 

Augustine Prolife Group, would like 

to thank all the parishioners that 

participated in our summer baby 

bottle drive. With your generosity 

and compassion, we were able to 

raise nearly $1,500 for those in 

need of hope.  May the Lord continue to bless you for 

your great generosity to those in need. 

 

Broken Rosaries?? 
 

Do you have broken rosaries at home 

or bits and pieces of old rosaries?  You 

may donate these pieces to the St. 

Augustine Rosary Makers.  They will 

re-make them into useful rosaries 

once again.  Please drop off your old 

and broken rosaries at the parish office during 

business hours or place them in a sealed envelope, 

label them, and place them in the collection basket. 
 

Thank You! 

 

St. Augustine Historical 

Committee 

 
 

A Historical Tale . . . 
The following story is a re-print of an article from a 
newspaper clipping donated to the St. Augustine 
Historical Committee, originally published in 1961. 
 

I’M TELLING YOU! 
By WALTER W. FULLER 

 

Dream Becomes Reality 
 

Just about two years ago this column entered into a 

brief fund-raising campaign (its first), to learn if 

readers would be interested in purchasing bricks at $1 

apiece to help build a much needed new St. Augustine 

Roman Catholic High School in the old home village of 

Richmond. 
 

The response to a rather timid appeal was amazing, 

delightful, . . . . And so have been the results!  The 

“Buck A Brick” campaign caught on immediately.   
 

Contributions came in from as far away as San Diego, 

California, and from a dozen communities in Michigan.  

Many praiseworthy notes were received with checks, a 

score of anonymous donors simply folded a $1 bill (in 

some cases $5) into a clipping of the column and sent it 

along. 
 

Dedication Ceremonies 
 

And, now, there’s good news.  Those donors should be 

pleased to know that, on January 7, it was my happy 

privilege to return to the old home town, and witness 

the pontifical blessing of the now operating new 

$350,000 St. Augustine High School by His Excellency 

John F. Dearden, Archbishop of Detroit.  Thus a dream 

became reality. . . with the help of column readers. 
 

Mr. and Mrs. Mayland Skinner, Mr. and Mrs. Fred 

Penwarden, Alex Nelson, superintendent of the 

Richmond Public Schools, and Clarence Ward, were my 

escorts.  And the happiest persons there were Sister 

Mary Mercita . . .who heads the group of 13 Dominican 

Sisters and three laymen who teach there . . . And Fr. 

Leonard Burcki who invited me to attend. 
 

It was a beautiful day.  Surrounded by a group of 

visiting clergymen, and escorted by 22 altar boys and 

the uniformed Honor Guard of Richmond’s Fourth 

Degree Assembly of Knights of Columbus, the 

Archbishop, in the colorful habiliments of his office, 

solemnly walked between long rows of students before 

entering the school for the impressive ceremonies of 

dedication. 
 

(continued on page 5) 

 

Our Apologies . . . 
 

Linda Viviano’s name was inadvertently left off 

the School Catechist list in last week’s bulletin 

printing of Catechetical Sunday.  Sorry Linda! 
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Understanding 

the Mass Parts 

 

The Overall Structure and Meaning 
 

Young adults moving into a first apartment may have 

just the basics - a table, a chair, a bed, a hotplate, and 

running water.  A church also needs “basics” for the 

liturgy:  a baptismal font, chairs for leader and people, 

and two “tables” – one for proclaiming the Word and 

one for sharing the Eucharistic Meal.  The Liturgy of 

the Word gathers people around the “table of the 

Word”. 

 

This part of the Mass has a rhythm of proclamations 

and responses.  The first reading, usually from the 

Hebrew Scriptures, is followed by the people’s 

acclamation – “Thanks be to God” – and a psalm which 

uncovers the core meaning and challenge of the text.  A 

second reading from a New Testament letter is 

followed by the same acclamation.  Then all stand to 

greet the Gospel singing “Alleluia.”  After the Gospel 

proclamation and the people’s acclamation – “Praise to 

you, Lord Jesus Christ” – the priest responds to the 

readings through the homily.  Then the whole 

assembly, expressing its communion with the apostolic 

faith, proclaims a Creed.  Finally the Prayer of the 

Faithful concludes the Liturgy of the Word.  This litany 

of intercession connects the scriptures to real needs, 

local and worldwide.  The people’s cry, calling out to 

Christ as mediator, is the heart of this intercessory 

prayer.  The presider’s closing prayer completes the 

Liturgy of the Word. 

 

What do we believe about this part of the Mass?  The 

General Instruction on the Roman Missal says, “When 

the Scriptures are read in the Church, God himself is 

speaking to His people and Christ, present in His own 

word, is proclaiming the Gospel” (GIRM, n.29).  This 

statement grounds our faith regarding the Liturgy of 

the Word.  In the dialogue between ministers and 

people, the divine Logos, the Word spoken by the 

Father from all eternity (John 1:1-14), speaks to us 

personally through the 

scripture proclaimed and 

preached.  The physical 

books we use may be 

honored with processions 

and incense, but the true 

Word of the Lord is that 

transforming Light which 

fills our minds and hearts 

and teaches us to live as 

disciples of Jesus, the Lord.  

 

A Historical Tale . . . .I’M TELLING YOU!            (continued from page 4) 

 

Education Is a Must! 
 

Then we attended services in the church, where the 

youth choir sang sweetly, and the Archbishop spoke of 

the needs of better education for young people. 
 

“A Catholic high school education for your child,” he 

told those assembled, “is worthy of every sacrifice it 

demands.  You, here in Richmond, Catholics, as well as 

other friends, have provided those engaged in the work 

of education with the best, and you should be proud of 

what you have done.” 
 

He said it is the “responsibility of every youth to 

continue to seek an education.”  “The time now is here,” 

he added, when it is almost impossible for a person 

without a high school education to secure a position of 

any kind.  The more educated a young man or young 

woman becomes, the more important a position they 

can demand.” 
 

A Most Happy Day! 
 

It was a most happy day!  And, now, the beautiful, 

spacious, bright and airy school building many of you 

readers helped finance is attended daily by youngsters 

from Richmond and nearby communities. 
 

Those who contributed were from every religious faith 

and a committee of Masons in Richmond worked along 

with the St. Augustine committee to help the Catholics 

of the community realize their dream. 
 

As I wrote here on February 22, 1959, and am happy to 

repeat:  “This is a magnificent demonstration of 

Brotherhood in Action.”  The new parochial high school 

in Richmond is a marvelous educational institution.  

Aren’t you glad you helped? 
 
 

If you have a historical tale you’d like to share about  
St. Augustine Parish or would like to reminisce over a few 
memories, please contact Pattie Papuga, St. Augustine 
Historical Committee, at 586-727-5215. 
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Restoring America Through  

24/7 Prayer  
 

September Prayer Intention   
 

We pray for God’s mercy and blessings on our 
country and in a special way, His blessings upon 
our soldiers, wherever they are serving.  May they 
feel the Mantle of the Lord around their shoulders 
and may God’s peace and mercy remain with us all. 

 

Apple Pie Sale 
 

Mark your calendar!  The ladies of St. A’s Altar 

Sodality will be making apple pies on Thursday, 

October 13, 2011.   

 

Only prepaid orders will be accepted.  Contact the 

Parish Office at 586-727-5215, extension 110.  The pies 

are $8.00 each, and are sold 

unbaked.  You can choose to bake 

or freeze yours after purchase.  

Checks should be made payable 

to St. Augustine Altar Sodality.  

Please plan to pick up your order 

between 12:00 - 3:00 p.m. on 

Thursday, October 13th, in the 

Parish Hall. 

 

Any ladies who wish to help with the pies are asked to 

come to the Parish Hall at 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. on the 

13th.  Please bring apple peelers, knives, and rolling 

pin with you. 

Learning to Live 

With Loss and 

Change 

Education Program 

Blessed are they that mourn… for they shall be comforted  
                                                                                                                          Matthew 5:4 

 
GRIEF SUPPORT AND EDUCATIONAL PROGRAM 

 
St. John Hospice, St. Mary Catholic Church Health 
Ministry and L.C. Friederichs & Sons together with 
Young Funeral Home invite you to attend this four week 
program that will help you understand the grief process 
and adjust to the changes in your life. 
 

Facilitatior 
 

Sally Sutley, MSW CSW 
 

When 
 

Mondays, October 10, 17, 24, 31, 2011 
6:30 - 8:00 p.m. 

 

Where 
 

St. Mary’s Catholic Church Basement 
415 N. Sixth Street 
St. Clair, MI 48079 

 
To register call Mary Paquette, Christian Service Coordinator 

810-329-2255, Extension 112 

 

St. Mary’s Health Ministry  

Health Fair 
 

Sunday, October 9, 2011 

School Activity Room 

8:30 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. 

 

Flu Shots 
For persons 9 years and older 

Sponsored by:  The Visiting Nurses Association 

2011 Influenza vaccine $25.00 

Pneumonia vaccine $65.00 

VNA bills for persons with Part B Medicare 

Health Insurance for both flu and pneumonia 

 

Free Health Screenings 

 
Free Bone Density 

 

Free BMI 

 

Free Body Fat Analysis 

 

Free Blood Pressure Screening 

 

Free Health Promotion Information 

 

 

Screenings provided by:  St. John-Providence 

Faith Community Partnerships 
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~ Stewardship  ~ 

Widowed Friends 
        In the Archdiocese of Detroit 

 

 

 
 

Dinner, Cards, and Games 
 

Widowed Friends invites you to dinner, cards, and 

games.  Come and enjoy conversation and meet new friends 

in a safe and friendly setting on SUNDAY, OCTOBER 9TH 

at the Golden Hawk Golf Club, 9861 Miesner Lane (28 Mile 

Rd.) in Casco, near Richmond.  Arrive by 1:45 p.m. to sign in.  

Choice of 3 entrees, vegetable, dessert, coffee, or tea.  Cost is 

$14.00 (tax and gratuity included).  Cash only at the door.  

Games and cards until 6:00 p.m.  MUST RSVP by October 

4th and state your choice of entre to Richard at  

(586) 784-9210. 

 
Budget Amount     $    10,013.00 
 

Collection Amount    $    10,715.62 
 

Net Over/(Under)    $         702.62 
 

Week 52 YTD Budget Amount   $  120,156.00 
 

Sunday Collection YTD Total    $  114,451.19 
 

Net Over/(Under)         ($5,704.81) 

 
Number of adult envelopes used       324 
 
Loose collection               $567.21 
 
Number of children’s envelopes used         66 
 
Children’s collection              $138.41 
 
 

Weekly Sunday Collection 
September 18, 2011 

 

Holy Family Dinner / Theater 
Nuns for Fun Entertainment 

Vicki Quade presents: 
 

“For Better or For Worse” 
Saturday, October 15, 2011 

 

Doors open at 5:30 p.m., Dinner at 6:30 p.m. 
Show begins at 7:30 p.m. 

Chix & Cow Dinner / Cash Bar 
First Drink Free 

 

Tickets go on sale Tuesday, September 6th 
Purchase an entire table of 10 for $250  

or general seating $25 per ticket. 
 

Tickets for this event are going fast.  Our last event sold 
out!!  If someone needs tickets through the mail, make 
the check out to Holy Family Parish, and on the memo 
line note “For Better or Worse.”  Mail the check to Holy 
Family Parish,79780 Main Street, Memphis MI 48041 and 
note “Attention Catherine” on the envelope. 
 
 

 
 

 

2nd Annual BlueWater Vicariate 
Ladies Tea  

 

All Women of the Bluewater Parishes 
 Are Cordially  Invited to an Afternoon Tea 
 Sunday Oct 2nd , 2011 ~ 2:00 p.m.-4:00 p.m. 

hosted by:  Holy Family Parish 
79780 Main Street, Memphis 

 

Come and gather with other Catholic women for delicious refreshments, 
stimulating discussion, and strengthening prayer.  Our dynamic speaker is 
Anita Houghton, who will be sharing a reflection on: 
 

Mercy:  A window into the Heart of God 
 

No charge, but reservations are required as space is 
limited.  Please call (810) 392- 2056 to RSVP 

HOLY TRINITY PARISH 

ANNUAL CHICKEN DINNER & RAFFLE 
On Sunday, October 9, 2011 

 

at St. Joseph Center 

1403 7th Street, Port Huron MI 

(810) 984-2689 
 

Menu:  Chicken, Mashed Potatoes & Gravy, 

Corn, Green Beans, Macaroni & Cheese, 

Coleslaw, Rolls, Coffee, Punch & Dessert 
 

Prices:  Adults  $8.00,  Seniors  $7.00 

Children (under 12)  $5.00 

Takeouts  $8.00 
 

TEN Great Raffle Prizes: 

One First Prize:     $1,000.00 

Two Second Prizes:  $500.00 

Three Third Prizes:  $300.00 

Four Fourth Prizes:  $100.00 
 

Raffle tickets $1.00 each 
License #C25382 

Drawing at 4:00 p.m. 

  For B
ette

r 
Or Worse 

Come out for an 

evening of laughter 

and fun!!! 
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DC2 Troy Baran 

FNE3 Nathan Bilbrey 

MSgt Christopher Capoccia 

Cpt Kevin Chamberlain  

Spc Samuel Feldman 

Ensign Adam Haag 

Cpt Christopher Haag 

LT USN Ryan Haag 

SSgt Michael R. Hagan 

Cpt Michael A. Hoffman, D.D.S. 

Sgt Daniel Johns 

1Lt David F. Kuntz 

Cpl Christopher Lemke 

Sgt Cory Moore 

Cpt Christopher Platz 

Cpt Lisa Marie Platz 

MSgt Jeffrey Platz 

MSgt Kevin Quant 

Col Matthew Rettke 

Cpt Brad Roshak 

POHM2 John-Christopher Sbraccia 

Sgt Kurtis Schneider 

PFC Nicholas Spens 

PFC Timothy James Spruytte 

SMSgt Joseph Stevens 

SSG Raymond Stier 

PFC Christopher Tishler 

SSG Nathaniel Wirgau 

TSgt Jeffrey Yelencich 

Remembering 
Those Who Serve 

 

 United States  
Conference of 

Catholic Bishops  

 

 URGENT: Respond by September 30  
 

Conscience Rights Violated by Sweeping 

HHS Contraceptive Mandate  
 

In implementing the 2010 Patient Protection and 

Affordable Care Act (the new health care reform law), the 

U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) 

recently issued a rule requiring almost all private health 

plans to cover contraception and sterilization as 

ñpreventive servicesò for women. The mandate even 

forces individuals and groups with religious or moral 

objections to purchase and provide such coverage if they 

are to receive or provide health coverage at all. This poses 

an unprecedented threat to individual and institutional 

religious freedom.  
 

The rule includes a religious exemption so extremely 

narrow that it protects almost no one. It covers only a 

ñreligious employerò that has the ñinculcation of religious 

valuesò as its purpose, primarily employs and serves 

persons who share its religious tenets, and is a church 

organization under two narrow provisions of the tax code. 

A great many religious organizations -- including 

Catholic colleges and universities, as well as hospitals and 

charitable institutions that serve the public -- will be 

ineligible. Individuals and religiously affiliated health 

insurers will not qualify for the exemption.  
 

The new rule would force insurance plans to cover ñall 

Food and Drug Administration approved contraceptive 

methods, sterilization procedures, and patient education 

and counseling for all women with reproductive 

capacity.ò Never before has the federal government 

required private health plans to include such coverage. 

The FDA-approved ñemergency contraceptionò (EC) 

drugs that are covered by this mandate can work by 

interfering with implantation of a newly conceived human 

being. Also, the drug the FDA most recently approved for 

EC, "Ella,ò a close analogue to the abortion drug RU-486, 

has been shown in animal tests to cause abortion. Thus, 

the mandate includes drugs that may cause an abortion 

both before and after implantation.  
 

The public comment period on this interim final rule ends 

September 30.  
 

ACTION : Please send an e-mail message to HHS by 

visiting www.usccb.org/conscience. Once you send your 

comments to HHS, you will be automatically invited to 

send a message to your elected representatives in 

Congress, urging them to support the Respect for Rights 

of Conscience Act (H.R. 1179/S. 1467) to ensure that 

such federal mandates do not violate Americansô moral 

and religious convictions.  
 

MESSAGE TO HHS: ñPregnancy is not a disease, and 

drugs and surgeries to prevent it are not basic health care 

that the government should require all Americans to 

purchase. Please remove sterilization and prescription 

contraceptives from the list of ópreventive servicesô the 

federal government is mandating in private health plans. 

It is especially important to exclude any drug that may 

cause an early abortion, and to fully respect religious 

freedom as other federal laws do. The narrow religious 

exemption in HHSôs new rule protects almost no one. I 

urge you to allow all organizations and individuals to 

offer, sponsor and obtain health coverage that does not 

violate their moral and religious convictions.ò  
 

WHEN : Please send your comments to HHS by the 

September 30 deadline. Thanks! 9/9/11 


