
A ugustine 
Guided by the Holy Spirit, we strive to grow in loving support and forgiveness in union 
with Jesus Christ.  We pledge our talents and resources through communal worship, 
Christian education, service, outreach, and witness, to love God and neighbor in the world 
around us.  Prayerfully seeking to make the efforts of each the advantage of all, we invite, 
encourage, and welcome all to join us. 

t.   S 
 

January 16, 2011              68035 Main Street - Richmond, Michigan 48062          (586) 727-5215 

 

First Eucharist Enrollment 
 
Just a reminder that First Eucharist Enrollment will 
take place next weekend, January 23, immediately 
following the 11:30 a.m. Mass.  If you have not 

called to register your child to prepare 
for this sacrament, we need to hear from 
you no later than Wednesday, January 
19.  We do need to prepare materials for 
your child.   
 

Please call Mrs. Raska at (586) 727-9290, ext. 111, to 
register. 

 

2010 Financial Statements 
 

Your 2010 statements of contribution to  
St. Augustine Parish will NOT be mailed to your 
home.  Statements will be available for pickup up in 
the Church the weekend of January 29-30.  The 

statements will remain in 
church through February 13.  
Beginning February 16, the 
statements will be in the Parish 
Office.  Unclaimed statements 
will be shredded on March 1.  
Parish office hours are Monday 
t h r o u g h  T h u r s d a y ,  
9:00 a.m. - 11:30 a.m. and  

1:30 p.m. - 5:00 p.m., and Friday, 9:00 a.m. -  
11:30 a.m.  If you would like your statement, but are 
unable to pick it up, please contact the  Office at  
(586) 727-5215. 

 

 Join Us Today! 
 Pancake Breakfast 

All you can eat! 
After all Sunday Masses 

 Pancakes & Sausage 
Juice, Coffee, & Milk 

 Adults - $5.00 
Seniors & Children 6 to 10 - $4.00 
Children 5 & Under - Free 

 Come Support our School! 
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St. Augustine  
Parish Pastoral Council 

2010-2011 
 

� Debbie Michon - Chair 

� Otto Hohmann - Vice Chair  

� Jill Hebel - Secretary  
 

� Steven Kovalcik  

� Douglas Kubick  

� Jessica Leenknegt  

� Elizabeth Montgomery  

� Greg Rushlow  

� Patty Smith  

� Fr. Joe Plawecki - (586) 727-5215 

St. Augustine Catholic Church 
 

68035 Main St., Richmond, Michigan 48062  
Website - http://www.staugustinecatholicchurch.com 

Email - staugustinerichmond@comcast.net 
 

Parish Office: (586) 727-5215              Fax: (586) 727-3760 
 

Hours:  Monday - Friday, 9:00 a.m. - 11:30 a.m. and 
Monday - Thursday - 1:30 p.m. - 5:00 p.m., or by appointment 

 
Bulletin Submissions Deadline:  5:00 p.m. on Friday  for the 

following weekend; deadline changes near major holidays. 
Please submit electronically to dbertossi.st.a@comcast.net 

 
    Rev. Joseph Plawecki, Pastor - Ext. 115 
    Rev. John Nedumcheril, Associate Pastor - Ext. 119 
    Bob Fillhart, Business Manager - Ext. 116 
    Colleen Baumgarten, Bookkeeper - Ext. 114 
    Joe Agosta, Director of Music - Ext. 171 
    Ted Suwalkowski, Director of Buildings and Grounds 
    Barbara Armstrong & Patti Misiuk, Secretaries - Ext. 110 
    

Office of Faith Formation: (586) 727-9290 
Email - faithformation@staugustinecatholicchurch.com 

 
    Tina Kovalcik,  
    Pastoral Associate/Director of Religious Education - Ext. 125 
    Lisa Hamel, After-School Program Assistant - Ext. 141 
    Betty Raska, Secretary - Ext. 111     
 

Youth Ministry (586) 727-9290 
 

     
 St. Augustine School: (586) 727-9365 

Website - http://www.staugustinecatholicschool.com 
 

    Jerry Bagierek, Principal - Ext. 131 
    Connie Miller, Secretary - Ext. 129 
    Judy Rey, Secretary - Ext. 130 
 
    Sunday Masses:   
       Saturday - 5:00 p.m.; Sunday - 7:30, 9:30, 11:30 a.m.  
 
    Daily Masses:   
       Monday, Wednesday, Thursday, and Friday - 8:00 a.m.; 
       Tuesday - 6:30 p.m.; First Saturday of the Month - 8:00 a.m. 
 
    Holy Day Masses:  6:00 a.m., 8:00 a.m., and 7:00 p.m. 
 
    Sacrament of Reconciliation:   
       Saturday, 4:15 p.m. in Church; or by appointment. 
 
    Sacrament of Baptism: 
       Preparation is required. Please contact the Office of  
       Faith Formation as far in advance as possible. 
 
    Sacrament of Marriage:  
       Arrangements must be made at least six months in  
       advance; contact the Pastor for an appointment.  
  
   Sacrament of the Sick: 
       Notify the Parish Office of any need for hospital or home 
       visits. 

 
 
 
 

~ This Week Ahead ~ 
 
 
 
 

Monday, January 17, 2011 
8:00 p.m. - AA Meeting (Hall) 
 
Tuesday, January 18, 2011 
6:30 p.m. - School Committee Meeting (Library) 
 
Wednesday, January 19, 2011 
4:30 p.m. - Faith Formation (Hall) 
7:00 p.m. - Commissions (Room 7) 
 
Thursday, January 20, 2011 
7:00 p.m. - RCIA (Room 3) 
7:00 p.m. - Choir Rehearsal (Church) 
 
Saturday, January 22, 2011 
4:15 p.m. - Reconciliation (Church) 

 
    Registration and Parish Membership: 
       New Parishioners are always welcome!  
      Call or visit the Parish Office during business hours to  
      request registration materials. 
      Please remember to notify the Parish Office of any change  
      in your address, phone number, or membership status. 
 
    Richmond Knights of Columbus: 
      Brian J. Brickel, Grand Knight  
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                       Our Parish Life 
 

  
Scriptures                                                        Intentions                                    

           Monday, January 17, 2011                                      St.Anthony 

Heb 5:1-10 
Mk 2:18-22 

7:30 a.m. - 
Rosary 

8:00 a.m. - 
Mass 

 Blessings for Sophie Ottenbacher, 
Ceilia Sadowski, and Wanda Krantz for 
the watchful care of Irene Kaminski, 
   req. by Betty Wickman 

 

           Tuesday, January 18, 2011                                                 

Heb 6:10-20 
Mk 2:23-28 

6:00 p.m. – 
Rosary 

6:30 p.m. – 
Mass 

Joan Kovalcik, 
   req. by St. Augustine Office Staff 

    

           Wednesday, January 19, 2011                                              

Heb 7:1-3, 15-17 
Mk 3:1-6 

7:30 a.m. 
Rosary 

8:00 a.m. 
Mass 

For all the Caregivers of  
St. Augustine Parish 

      

           Thursday, January 20, 2011                      St. Fabian & St. Sebastian 

Heb 7:25-8:6 
Mk 3:7-12 

7:30 a.m. - 
Rosary 

8:00 a.m. - 
Mass 

Paul Koleda - 
1st Anniversary Remembrance, 
   req. by His Wife, Dolores, & Family 

 

             Friday, January 21, 2011                                        St. Agnes 

Heb 8:6-13 
Mk 3:13-19 

7:30 a.m. 
Rosary 

8:00 a.m. 
Mass 

For the People of St. Agnes Church in 
Fowlerville, MI 

 

           Saturday, January 22, 2011                                 St. Vincent 

Heb 9:2-3, 11-14 
Mk 3:20-21 

4:15-4:45 p.m. 
Reconciliation 

 

 

 

Sunday, January 23, 2011 

Third Sunday 
In Ordinary Time 

 
 
 
 
 
 

+Eucharistic Liturgies: 
 

- Saturday - 
5:00 p.m. 

 

- Sunday - 
7:30 a.m.;  9:30 a.m.;   

11:30 a.m. 
 

Scriptures:   
Isaiah 8:23-9:3 

1 Corinthians 1:10-13, 17 
Matthew 4:12-23 

 

Intentions:  
 

Joan Kovalcik, 
req. by Connie Kinsey & 
Barbara Armstrong 

 
Jennifer Ilowski Patterson 
req. by the 6th Grade Class 
of St. Augustine School 

 
 
 

 
 

Please remember those who are… 
 

Facing the challenges of illness at home or in the hospital, 
Receiving extended care, 

and 
Those who have gone on to 

Celebrate Eternal Life in Christ 
 
 

God the Father, Hear our Prayer, Hear us, God the Son, 
Holy Spirit, Hear our Prayer, Mercy on Your People, Lord. 
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How do we teach about Stewardship, Tithing and 
Sacrificial Giving?  In a recent class I taught, I 
was surprised how little is known about these 
topics.  These are a huge part of who we are as 
Catholics! 
 
Stewardship is the more familiar component, 
since we hear it most often.  It is the sharing of 
time, talents and treasures.  It is sharing 
whatever we possess.  Being a good steward 
means, that as human beings, we are not the 
owner of “things” but only the custodian of God’s 
gifts in this world.  We are to use these gifts and 
produce with them the fruits that lead us toward 
eternal life.  While most people understand time 
and talent, treasures are not as clear.  Treasures 
are something of great worth or a precious 
belonging.  It can be wealth of any kind or in any 
form.  I think that most of us think of money, 
precious metals, and objects or jewels.   
 
Tithing means the giving away of a portion of 
one’s income, commonly one-tenth.  We hear in 
several books of the Old Testament about “paying 
a tenth part of one’s property as a tax to one’s 
superior.”  We also hear about the giving of a 
tenth of the “fruit of the land, flocks, and herds to 
God.”  Years ago, during the Mass, the offertory 
was just this - the giving of “gifts.”  You may have 
seen chickens, eggs, grains, vegetables, clothing, 
and more being presented during the offertory!  
Thus, the washing of hands!  Today, we offer 
monetary gifts. 
 
Sacrificial Giving is a voluntary, proportionate, 
systematic, sacrificial, and liturgical giving of 
money that is part of the larger self-giving of time, 
talent, and treasure.  When we hear about Church 
support, it is not the same as sacrificial giving, 
but a by-product of it.  

Voluntary:  It is not a tax or an assigned 
amount. 

Proportionate:  One tenth of a person’s gross 
income; while this may be too much for 
some it could be too little for others. 

Systematic:  Not when you feel like it or 
when someone needs it, but on a planned 
regular basis. 

Sacrificial:  If it doesn’t hurt, it’s only a 

 

Faith Formation 

Live ~ Learn ~ Grow 

 

Word of Life 
 

It is indispensable that new technological 
developments in the field of medicine never 
be to the detriment of respect for human life 
and dignity, so that those who suffer physical 
illnesses or handicaps can always receive that 
love and attention required to make them feel 
valued as persons in their concrete needs.  
 
~ Pope Benedict XVI, Address during Visit to 
the Obra Benéfico-Social Nen Déu, Nov. 7, 2010 

donation, not a sacrifice.   
Liturgical:  The giving of gifts and the 

offering of money are both part of the same 
ritual act.  Using envelopes gives witness 
to commitment.  Collections at other times 
(not during Mass) lack the Eucharistic 
component of hours worked and income 
received. 

Giving:  Usually divided between parish 
support and independent living. 
 

As we begin a new year and set resolutions, 
consider how you will follow the Precepts of the 
Church by providing for the material needs of the 
Church.  How will you live the Ten 
Commandments?  Or maybe the Corporal Works 
of Mercy?  Think about it!  Make this year a year 
that counts! 
 
Tina Kovalcik 
Pastoral Associate/DRE 

Did you ever wonder……. 
 
…...what happens to the gum that churchgoers have in 
their mouths once they are inside the church?  
Unfortunately, the parishioners that cleaned for 
Christmas discovered the answer.  Some put it under 
their pews!  Please try to remember to dispose of your 
gum before you leave your house or car.  If you forget, 
there are wastebaskets in both the main floor lavatory 
and the Ushers’ Room in the back of church.  Please do 
your part to keep the church clean! 
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 Retrouvaille -  
A Lifeline  

for  
Troubled Marriages 

 
Is your marriage tearing you apart? 
Are you frustrated, hurt, and angry? 

Do you always argue and fight with your spouse? 
Do you feel cold, alone, and distant? 

 
Retrouvaille can help! 

2011 Retrouvaille Program Dates 
Metro Detroit 

 
English 

(800) 470-2230 
March 4 - 6    April 29 - May 1 
June 17 - 19    August 19 - 21 

October 28 - 30 
 

Spanish 
(313) 355-7094 

January 28 - 30    May 6 - 8 
October 7 - 9  

 
www.retrouvaille.info 

 
 
 
 
 

Mark your calendars! 
It’s close to that time of year again for the 

“Anniversary Breakfast”  
on 

Sunday, February 13, 2011 
This is a celebration for all Parish couples 
who mark special wedding anniversaries in 

2011 
1 year, 

5, 10, 15, 20, 25, 30, 40, 45 or 50 years, 
and all those celebrating over 50 years 

 
Celebrating couples are invited 

free of charge 
 

Extra breakfast guest: 
Adults - $5.00 

 children 6-12 - $2.50 
children 5 and under – free 

 
Look for a special flyer insert in a future 

bulletin for further information. 
 

Sponsored by the Altar Sodality 
 

Contact Kathy Dolan  
or 

Dee Franz  

 
For Widows and 

Widowers 
 

Widowed Friends, a peer support group in the 
Archdiocese of Detroit, is offering GRIEF 
RECOVERY, a six-series session dealing with 
grief, loneliness, and other related issues.  It is 
especially helpful during the first few years 
following the loss of a spouse.  This series will be 
conducted by a trained member of Widowed 
Friends beginning on SUNDAY, JANUARY 23, 
at 1:00 pm at Lee-Ellena Funeral Home,  
46530 Romeo Plank Road, Macomb.  A $20.00 fee 
covers all materials.  Contact Rose at  
(586) 726-0844 for details. 

 
 

How can you win 
money? 

Recent research shows that online reviews are now a 
frequent part of many people's purchase decisions.   
Reviews from people in your community for 
businesses that support your church or organization 
are an even more reliable way to choose a local 
business 

Visit the pages of the businesses you patronize and 
write reviews.  From January 9, 2011, until the end 
of the year, every time you leave a review, your 
name will be entered in a weekly contest for a 
chance to earn $50*.  Simple, easy, and fun!  You 
can enter as many times as you like each week, and 
enter every week for more opportunities to win. 

We're guessing you can think of a way to spend an 
unexpected $50, should we draw your name! 

*Winners will be notified via an e-mail from 
contest@SeekAndFind.com  This e-mail address is 
being protected from spambots.  You need 
JavaScript enabled to view it . 
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National Domestic Violence Hotl ine 
1-800-799-7233 

 

Family Violence Hotline 
1-800-996-6228 

 

Do not suffer in silence.  You are NOT alone. 
These hotlines are staffed with trained counselors  
who will provide crisis assistance and information. 

CSA Minute: 
Black Catholic Ministries 

 
The 2011 archdiocesan Mass honoring Rev. Dr. 
Martin Luther King, Jr., will be held this 
Monday, January 17, at Blessed Sacrament 
Cathedral.  The Office for Black Catholic 
Ministries designed “Joined Together in a 
Community of Love!” to involve our schools and 
parish communities in an effort to build a 
community of love. 
 
In conjunction with the Mass, the office held a 
poster contest for 1st through 4th-graders and 
essay contests for 5th through 12th graders. The 
Black Catholic Ministries Office also 
commissioned a song from Keir Ward, a local 
composer and music minister at St. Leo Parish in 
Detroit.  His composition, “Together In Love,” 
conveys Dr. King’s message of being united not 
only hand-and-hand while we walk, but as a 
community truly united in love.  

 
Your gifts to the Catholic Services Appeal allow 
our local Church to minister to African-American 
Catholics and predominantly African-American 
parishes through the Office for Black Catholic 
Ministries.  The office’s mission is to highlight, 
enhance, and celebrate the contributions of the 
black Catholic community as it shares its gifts 
with the Church and society. 
 
For more information about the Rev. Dr. Martin 
Luther King, Jr., Mass, to download the sheet 
music or listen to an audio sample of “Together in 
Love,” or to learn about other CSA-funded 
p r o g r a m s  a n d  m i n i s t r i e s ,  g o  t o 
www.AODonline.org. 

Peace in Sudan: 
 
On January 9, 2011, the people of southern Sudan 
began a week-long voting process to determine 
whether they will remain united with Sudan or 
become an independent country.  For the past 
several months, Catholics around the world have 
joined with the people of Sudan to pray for a 
peaceful resolution to this vote.  The risks of a 
violent outcome are real.  But there is also hope 
for peace.  The Church in Sudan and Catholic 
Relief Services have been building a foundation 
for peace in Sudan in preparation for this vote.  
To learn more about how you can prayerfully act 
for peace in Sudan at this time, visit 
www.PeaceInSudan.org for prayers, resources, 
and opportunities for action. 

Open 
Forum 

 
Cleaning of the Church: Supplies are being 
replenished more often so that they are available for 
the weekend Masses.  A larger wastebasket will 
replace the small one in the main floor restroom to 
prevent the overflow of refuse.  Our Maintenance 
Staff is cleaning the church twice a week, both 
before and after the weekend Masses.  The Altar 
Sodality is also cleaning the church each week 
before the weekend Masses.  We need the help of 
those attending Mass to clean up after themselves 
and their children.  Because of funding issues, we 
have had to cut most of our Maintenance personnel 
and now have only three on staff to try and keep our 
whole campus not only clean, but in good repair. 
 
The dirty air conditioner filter that was reported 
outside of the church has been removed and the 
filters in all of the units are being changed when 
needed. 
 
There was an issue brought up that the Parish 
Office is too messy.  We are working with what we 
have.  There are no closets or formal storage areas 
in the Parish Office, so we must store things where 
we can find space.  There are many activities that 
operate out of the Parish Office at any one time, so 
even if it looks a little unkempt, we know where 
everything is, and everything has its place.  We 
have looked at the possibility of building some 
cabinets for storage,  but at the present time, there 
are no funds available to work with. 
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Budget Amount     $  11,329.00 
 

Collection Amount     $   9,785.85 
 

Net Over/(Under)    ($    1,543.15) 
 

Week 28 YTD Budget Amount  $317,212.00 
 

Sunday Collection YTD Total    $276,478.45 
 

Net Over/(Under)    ($  40,733.55) 

 
Number of adult envelopes used:   320 
 
Loose collection      $732.50 
 
Number of children’s envelopes used:    84 
 
Children’s collection     $  314.7 
 

~ Stewardship  ~ 

 

A Family Perspective 
by Bud Ozar 

 
Can you say “I have 
testified Jesus is the 
Son of God?”  If you 
aren’t  talking  about 
Jesus in your family, 
you aren’t testifying.  
If  you  are  not 

walking your talk, your children will see your 
words as meaningless.  

Weekly Sunday Collection 
January 9, 2011 

 
 
Budget Amount     $  50,000.00 
 
 

Collection Amount     $  52,500.00 

 
Number of adult envelopes used:   354 
 
Loose collection          $7,021.00 
 
Number of children’s envelopes used:    63 
 
Children’s collection     $ 183.10 

Christmas Collection 
Saturday, December 25, 2010 

 

St. Augustine 
School 

 

National Junior Honor Society  
 

Red Cross Comfort Drive 
 
 
St. Augustine School’s NJHS will be accepting 
donations for the Red Cross Comfort Drive throughout 
the month of January.  The donations needed are: 
 
� Blankets 
� Travel-size toiletries 
� Monetary Donations 

 
Your contributions can be placed in the big, red 
collection box inside the church near the ramp 
entrance, or in the box located outside of the school 
office.  We would greatly appreciate any donations for 
those in need.   
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Remember The Sick 

 

Please include 
the following name(s)  

on the Prayer List during 
January 

 
 
 

______________________________________________ 
 

______________________________________________ 
 

 

______________________________________________ 
 

Submitted by: _________________________________ 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

DC2 Troy Baran 
FNE3 Nathan Bilbrey 

Cpt Kevin Chamberlain  
Cpl Kyle Dupuis 

Spc Samuel Feldman 
Mid3 Adam Haag 

Cpt Christopher Haag 
LT USN Ryan Haag 

SSgt Michael R. Hagan 
Cpt Michael A. Hoffman, D.D.S. 

Sgt Daniel Johns 
1Lt David F Kuntz 

Cpl Christopher Lemke 
SP4 Cory Moore 

Cpt Christopher Platz 
Cpt Lisa Marie Platz 
MSgt Jeffrey Platz 
PFC Ryan Pryslak 
MSgt Kevin Quant 

Col Matthew Rettke 
1Lt Brad Roshak 

POHM2 John-Christopher Sbraccia 
SPC Kurtis Schneider 
PFC Nicholas Spens 

SMSgt Joseph Stevens 
SSG Raymond Stier 

PFC Christopher Tishler 
Sgt Nathaniel Wirgau 

TSgt Jeffrey Yelencich 

 
Remembering 

Those Who Serve 

Manresa Jesuit Retreat House 
Caregivers Retreat  
February 4 – 6  

(Men and Women) 
 
Are you in a care-giving ministry or situation  
- personal or professional - that takes much of 
your time and energy?  Are you looking after 
others in a care giving situation?  You need some 
respite yourself, some time to be good to yourself, 
a "getaway" weekend to experience some of the 
personal care you give to others.  This is a chance 
to re-energize yourself and find the healing touch 
of God for yourself and your ministry. 
 
Each year Manresa Jesuit Retreat House 
sponsors a relaxing, restful, restorative weekend 
retreat specifically for men and women who are 
care givers - professionals like nurses and health 
care workers, or people who give home care for 
members of their own family or others.  This 
weekend is designed to minister to you to allow 
you to be "receivers" of care, grace, and spiritual 
nourishment.  
 
Come rest in the silence and solitude of Manresa's 
beautiful setting. Find nourishment and 
refreshment of mind, body, spirit this year.  
 
� Presentations for quiet prayer 
� Experienced presenters in the field 
� Prayer with Scripture 
� Reflection and rest 
� Healing service 
� One-on-one conferences with Jesuits and 

female support staff 
� Time for mutual sharing 
 
Registration can be done by calling the office at 
(248) 644-4933 or on-line at www.manresa-sj.org.  
Do not miss the opportunity to deepen your walk 
with the Lord by participating in the prayerful 
cultivation of your soul. 


