] St.Augustine

Guided by the Holy Spirit, we strive to grow in loving support and forgiveness in union

with Jesus Christ.

We pledge our talents and resources through communal worship,

Christian education, service, outreach, and witness, to love God and neighbor in the world
around us. Prayerfully seeking to make the efforts of each the advantage of all, we invite,
encourage, and welcome all to join us.
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ary, the Holy Mother of God

When they saw this, they made known the message that had been
told them about this child. All who heard it were amazed by what
had been told them by the shepherds. And Mary kept all these

things, reflecting on them in her heart. Luke 2:17-19

68035 Main Street - Richmond, Michigan 48062

(586) 727-5215

Holy Hour for

Peace and Conversions
Friday, January 6, 6:30 p.m.

MY PLANS
FOR you
ARE PEACE, SAYS ThE LORD

Much prayer is needed for peace in our world, for the
victims of natural disasters, from protection from terrorist
threats, and for the safety of our servicemen and women
in Afghanistan, South Korea, and other troubled areas
around our world. All are invited to join together in prayer
and adoration in this Holy Hour for these and other
intentions.
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\)} A Note from Father Joe

Many special efforts have made this Christmas a very
beautiful and inspiring Celebration. I wish to thank
all those who gave so much time to cleaning and
decorating the church and setting up the Nativity
scenes and the Christmas wreaths. Also, I wish to
thank Fr. John Nedumcheril, Joe Agosta and our choir
members, musicians, altar servers, Eucharistic
Ministers, lectors, ushers, and parish staff members for
their dedicated service. In addition, I thank all the
volunteers and generous donors who made our Giving
Tree effort a success. May the Lord reward all of you
for your goodness shown to Him and His people.

Congratulations to Helen Schoenherr, who won the
$300 in Scrip in our St. Augustine Spring Raffle “early-
bird” drawing. We also have more “early-bird” bonus
drawings coming up for those who purchase the Spring
Raffle tickets early. You can order a ticket using the
flyers in the bulletin, purchase a few at the parish
office, or come to the table that will be set up in church
on the weekends before the “early-bird” drawings. 1
am grateful to all those who have already helped us
sell about half the tickets.

A new year brings with it renewed hopes for peace, so I
encourage all to join us for our Holy Hour for Peace
and conversions this coming Friday, January 6, at
6:30 p.m. Salvation History is filled with examples of
the power of prayer to change things and achieve
breakthroughs where human efforts alone have proved
inadequate.

I also wish to say a big “thank you” to all who sent me
cards and gifts for Christmas. Your thoughtfulness is
appreciated very much.

Finally, on behalf of the parish staff, Fr. John and
myself, I wish all of you a happy, blessed, and

prosperous New Year in 2012!
£ (}&
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St. Augustine Catholic Church

68035 Main St., Richmond, Michigan 48062
Website - http://www.staugustinecatholicchurch.com

Email - staugustinerichmond@comcast.net
Parish Office: (586) 727-5215 Fax: (586) 727-3760

Hours: Monday - Friday, 9:00 a.m. - 11:30 a.m. and
Monday - Thursday - !:30 p.m. - 5:00 p.m., or by appointment

Bulletin Submissions Deadline: 5:00 p.m. on Friday for the
following weekend; deadline changes near major holidays.
Please submit electronically to staugustinerichmond@comcast.net

Rev. Joseph Plawecki, Pastor - Ext. 115

Rev. John Nedumcheril, Associate Pastor - Ext. 119

Bob Fillhart, Business Manager - Ext. 116

Colleen Baumgarten, Bookkeeper - Ext. 114

Joe Agosta, Director of Music - Ext. 171

Ted Suwalkowski, Director of Buildings and Grounds - Ext. 127
Barbara Armstrong & Patti Misiuk, Secretaries - Ext. 110

Office of Faith Formation: (586) 727-9290
Email - faithformation@staugustinecatholicchurch.com

Tina Kovalcik,

Pastoral Associate/Director of Religious Education - Ext. 125
Lisa Hamel, After-School Program Assistant - Ext. 141
Donna Solomon, Secretary - Ext. 111

Youth Ministry (586) 727-9290

St. Augustine School: (586) 727-9365
Website - http://www.staugustinecatholicschool.com

Melissa Lipsmeier, Principal - Ext. 131
Connie Miller, Secretary - Ext. 129
Judy Rey, Secretary - Ext. 130

Sunday Masses:
Saturday - 5:00 p.m.; Sunday - 7:30, 9:30, 11:30 a.m.

Daily Masses:
Monday, Wednesday, and Friday - 8:00 a.m.;
Thursday - 8:45 a.m.
Tuesday - 6:30 p.m.; First Saturday of the Month - 8:00 a.m.

Holy Day Masses: 6:00 a.m., 8:45 a.m., and 7:00 p.m.

Sacrament of Reconciliation:
Saturday, 4:15 p.m. in Church; or by appointment.

Sacrament of Baptism:
Preparation is required. Please contact the Office of
Faith Formation as far in advance as possible.

Sacrament of Marriage:
Arrangements must be made at least six months in
advance; contact the Pastor for an appointment.

Sacrament of the Sick:
Notify the Parish Office of any need for hospital or home visits.

~ This Week Ahead ~

Monday, January 2, 2012
Parish Office Closed
8:00 p.m. - AA Meeting (Hall)

Tuesday, January 3, 2012
7:15 p.m. - Altar Sodality Meeting (Hall)

Wednesday, January 4, 2012
4:30 p.m. - Faith Formation (Hall)
7:00 p.m. - Disciples of Jesus Prayer Group (Room 2)

Thursday, January 5, 2012
7:00 p.m. - RCIA (Room 7)

Friday, January 6, 2012
6:30 p.m. - Holy Hour (Church)

Saturday, January 7, 2012
8:00 a.m. - First Saturday Mass
4:15 p.m. - Reconciliation (Church)

Sunday, January 8, 2012
9:00 a.m. - Faith Formation

HAPPY

N

St. Augustine
Parish Pastoral Council
2010-2011

1+ Debbie Michon - Chair (586) 727-5215

Charlene Pizzimenti - Co-Chair

> b

Bridget Urquhart - Secretary

Jill Hebel -

Steven Kovalcik

Jessica Leenknegt

Jason Smalley

Arlene Schweiger

Patty Smith

Fr. Joe Plawecki - (5686) 727-5215

I

Registration and Parish Membership:
New Parishioners are always welcome!
Call or visit the Parish Office during business hours to
request registration materials.
Please remember to notify the Parish Office of any change
in your address, phone number, or membership status.

Richmond Knights of Columbus:
Brian J. Brickel, Grand Knight
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Our Parish Life

Scriptures Intentions
Monday, January 2, 2012 St. Basil the Great &
St. Gregory Nazianzen
1Jn 2:22-28 7:30 a.m. - Mel Karol -
Jn 1:19-28 Rosary Birthday Remembrance,
8:00 a.m. - req. by His Wife, Jean & Family
Mass
Tuesday, January 3, 2012 The Most Holy Name of Jesus
1 Jn 2:29-3:6 6:00 p.m. - Peter Shpilia
Jn 1:29-34 Rosary req. by The Wenzloff Family
6:30 p.m. -
Mass
Wednesday, January 4, 2012 St. Elizabeth Ann Seton
1dJn 3:7-10 7:30 a.m. - Gerry St. John,
Jn 1:35-42 Rosary req. by John & Marge Venuk
Divine Mercy Chaplet
8:00 a.m. -
Mass
Thursday, January 5, 2012 St. John Neumann
1dn 3:11-21 8:15 a.m. - Lawrence Pirtle,
Jn 1:43-51 Rosary req. by Gayleen Schneider
8:45 a.m. -
Mass
Friday, January 6, 2012 St. Andre Bessette
1Jn 5:5-13 7:30 am. - Joan Scheuer -
Mk 1:7-11 Rosary Birthday Remembrance,
8:00 a.m. - req. by Her Children,
Mass Tom & Mary Jo Ballor
Saturday, January 7, 2012 St. Raymond of Penyafort
1dJn 5:14-21 Mass For the Intentions of
Jn 2:1-11 8:00 a.m. St. Augustine Pro-Life Group
Reconciliation

4:15 - 4:45 p.m.

Pray for

Please remember those who are
Facing the challenges of illness

at home or in the hospital

Sunday, January 8, 2012

The Epiphany
Of The Lord

Eucharistic Liturgies:

- Saturday -
5:00 p.m.
- Sunday -
7:30 a.m.; 9:30 a.m.;
11:30 a.m.

Scriptures:
Isaiah 60:1-6
Ephesians 3:2-3a, 5-6
Matthew 2:1-12

Intentions:

Jennifer Ilowski Patterson -
1st Anniversary Remembrance,
req. by Howard Rhein Family

Helen Ureel,
req. by Dave & Marilyn Kammer

Leonard R. Schmidt,
req. by His Children

Genevieve Wroblewski,
req. by Richard & Colette Koch

Helen Plawecki,
req. by Richmond
Knights of Columbus

Wedding I”'
Banns C’

I. Kathleen Tencza

and James Schweiger
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Live ~ Learn ~ Grow

What Do We Do
To Enrich Our Family? §

At one time or another, even the happiest of families
can experience illness, loss of work, financial stress,
conflicting values, pressure from work or school, the
death of a loved one, or even a move to an unfamiliar
neighborhood. So how do we deal with these
challenges?

By enriching your lives, your family will be better
able to meet those challenges. By having a strong,
healthy, faith filled family, all family members will
gain a responsibility to make sure their priorities
are in proper perspective, with God at the top. A
strong family will feel good about their family and
support one another. They will better experience
and practice the love that Jesus taught us and grow
as Catholic individuals.

By loving unconditionally, showing appreciation,
showing forgiveness, and promoting good self-
esteem, we will be better equipped to help each
person recognize their own worth. By respecting
everyone in your family, such as their privacy,
feelings, opinions and individuality, we recognize
that God wants us to be different from one another.
God has given each of us strengths and talents —
what a wonderful gift from God!

Something else that
draws a family closer is to
be a better listener, and a
better speaker. These
actions can help solve
problems and share
family responsibilities.
Remember to always take
time for each other by
knowing your priorities.

laughing together,

Spending time together,
and even sharimg a meal
together can build a strong spiritual family.

How do we live our faith through our actions? Plan
on worshipping together, cherish family traditions
and values, start a new tradition, celebrate special
events and remember to recognize Christ’s presence
at every gathering. You may decide to do a
Christian service project together such as adopting a
less fortunate family, visiting the sick, volunteering
your time for various organizations, or helping a
neighbor.

Altar Sodality Meeting

The next Altar Sodality meeting will be Tuesday,
January 3, at 7:15 p.m. in the Parish Hall.

Topic for discussion: The Anniversary Breakfast

(February 12)

The Refreshment Committee for the meeting is:
Sharon Ozark, Kathy Shpilia, Lisbeth Yaek and Mi-
chel Lafata.

New members are always welcome!

We can enrich our family by being active members of
a larger community — your Church community!
When you get involved or take advantage of parish
activities, such as picnics, festivals, adult faith
formation programs, retreats, or even a ministry,
you will develop some wonderful friendships along
the way!

So remember, serve God and your community, share
an active spiritual life, attend Mass together,
communicate effectively, and solve conflicts
positively. Support and respect each other and
always make time for talk and activities together!

“This is my commandment, that you love one another
as I have loved you.”
John 15:12

Tina Kovalcik
Pastoral Associate/DRE
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BEATITUDES
law for the Christian

The Beatitudes

o LIFE

The seventh grade class has been studying the
Beatitudes in Religion class. The Beatitudes we
know so well are found in the Bible as part of
Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount. This piece of
Matthew’s Gospel is the first of five discourses (a
long speech) given by Jesus to his followers. Each
of the Beatitudes is rich with wonderful advice
and direction — a wealth of information from
which to draw a New Year’s resolution.

The students chose three of the Beatitudes that
were most meaningful to them and wrote a short
essay. Here is one we would like to share with
you:

In this essay you will read about my favorite
Beatitudes and why. The three Beatitudes that I
like the best are Blessed are those who mourn for
they will be comforted, Blessed are the clean of
heart for they will see God, and Blessed are the
peacemakers for they will be called children of
God. These three are important to me because I
can relate them to things in my every day life.

The first Beatitude I like is blessed who mourn for
they will be comforted. I chose this one because I
think of all the times I felt bad or someone else
feels bad and we forget that God is there to comfort
us. So, I like this Beatitude because it reminds me
that God is always with me, even if I've sinned.

The second Beatitude I like is blessed are the clean
of heart for they will see God. To me this means
that if you follow God’s law and be nice to people
and forgiving, you will see God in the future.
When I think about this, I think of all the things I
have done wrong. This Beatitude is a very
important one and I hope that the next time I feel
mad at someone, I am not mean to them but say
the opposite thing and not hurt their feelings.

The last Beatitude I like, and the one most
important to me, is blessed are the peacemakers for

Children’s Challenge

For children in grades 2-3

é}j-ﬁ Word Search

Circle these words from today’s Gospel in the puzzle:

MARY SHEPHERDS LISTENED

JOSEPH JESUS WONDERFUL
BABY ANGEL NAMED

B NJDNBMAWGZC
F ANUEUORI OKT
S MY LI STENETD
LEHAMHTEFJ DVDO
P DANGETVLWPTESF
Il L R BV PYARUTZC
J OS EPHAGTFNB
DHYWTUEIKWU JM
WGKOTRUOCS L HIA
E I MR CDUWPEDI|R
A JESUSULUB A BLY

©LPI

they will be called children of God. This one is
very important to me because whenever I see
fighting or arguing or sometimes I am the one
fighting or arguing, it makes me think we should
be more like Jesus.

These Beatitudes mean something to me because
they relate to my life. I can use these in things I
see often or participate in and now want to change.
Following the Beatitudes is the right thing to do
and a rewarding thing, also.

By John Ilowski, 7tk grade

And a closing prayer written by 8th grader,
Kevin Krajewski:

Lord, let us be children of God and follow Your
word. Help us to be disciples of Christ and
missionaries of God.

Happy New Year!
Janet Savoyard
7th Grade Teacher
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in Partnership with In 2012

St. John Providence Health System - _ _
The Heath Ministry is meeting monthly to bring

As we begin a new year, it’s important to interesting programs to you in 2012!
remember our many blessings from our Heavenly
Father. Always giving thanks to God the Father
for everything, in the name of our Lord Jesus
Christ. (Ephesians 5:20)

We are planning several new things, including:

Massage therapy event

Step Aerobic classes
The following words sum this up. They are the

written words of an old song: Arm-chair aerobics for Seniors

Please feel free to join us for our next meeting on
January 11th at 7:00 p.m. in the Parish Office.

Drinking From My Saucer

I've never made a fortune,
And 1t’s probably too late now.
But I don’t worry about that much,

We welcome your ideas and input!

I'm happy anyhow.

And as I go along life’s way,
I'm reaping better than I sow.
I'm drinking from my saucer
‘Cause my cup has overflowed!

Haven’t got a lot of riches,

And sometimes the going’s tough.
But I've loved ones around me,
And that makes me rich enough.

I thank God for His blessings,
And the mercies He’s bestowed.
I'm drinking from my saucer
‘Cause my cup has overflowed!

Oh, I remember times when things went
wrong,

And my faith wore somewhat thin.

But all at once the dark clouds broke
And sun peeped through again.

And may I never be too busy

To help others bear their loads,

Then I'll keep drinking from my saucer
‘Cause my cup has overflowed!

So Lord, help me not to gripe

About the tough rows that I've hoed.
I'm drinking from my saucer

‘Cause my cup has overflowed!

If God gives me strength and courage
When the way grows steep and rough,

From a song written by Michael Combs

Therefore, Thanks be to God for His
wonderful gifts. For through Him all

blessings flow indeed. Amen!
(2 Corinthians 9:15)

May your New Year
Overflow with God’s Blessings,
St. Augustine Health Ministry Team

I'll not ask for other blessings
I'm already blessed enough.
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The Pastoral Parish Council
presents
The Ministry Fair

What types of ministry are there?
There are many ways in which you can serve the Catholic church. Here are just a few ministries:

Priests (Ordained Ministers of the Sacraments)

Lectors (Proclaim the Word of God at the Mass or prayer services)

Extraordinary Ministers of the Eucharist -EME (Distribute the Eucharist to the faithful)

Altar Servers (Assist the priest at Mass)

Ushers (Direct the parishioners at Mass)

Music Ministry (includes musicians, singers, cantors of sacred music for Mass)

Parish Pastoral Council (Serves the priest by supplying input of the parishioners and by parish
outreach)

Finance Council (Work with the priest on the budget/economics/financial status of the parish)
Evangelization Committee -"NEW" (Invite people into a relationship with God - spread the gospel)
Christian Service Commission - (serve those in need-homeless, sick, etc...)

Health Ministry - (informs the faithful of ways to stay physically healthy)

Prolife Committee - (promotes/educates/defends all life issues from conception to natural death)
Catechists - (teach youth/adults about Jesus, His Church, and the Sacraments)

Worship Commission - (Discusses ways of improving worship time)

Youth Ministry - (ministry specially geared towards teens/young adults and their needs)
Catholic School Groups - (Foster a learning environment/activities built upon God)

Art & Environment Committee - (In charge of altar flowers, liturgical decorations, and church
grounds)

Charismatic Prayer Group - (Use the gifts of the Holy Spirit to bring healing, direction, and hope
to God's people)

Altar Sodality - (Has fundraisers and events that help with parish supplies, parish groups, and
other organizations)

Knights of Columbus - (A fraternal organization that defends the teachings of the Catholic Faith,
raises money for priest formation, and does fundraising for the mentally handicapped)

These are only a few examples of the different ways in which we are called to serve in the body of
Christ. Please come to the Ministry Fair in the parish hall after all the masses on Saturday, January
14th and Sunday, January 15th, 2012, to find out more about these ministries and other ministries in
which we are called to serve God.

We are all required by our baptism to serve in Christ's Church. (Reference: Catholic Catechism of the
Catholic Church: 910 thru 913) Please pray to the Holy Spirit asking Him to guide you as to where He
wants you to serve in the church.

Prayer: Holy Spirit, you are the giver of every good gift. Help me to know my gifts and where you want
me to use them in service to your church. Give me the grace to use these gifts to the glory of your name,
Jesus, for your good and the good of all your church. Amen.
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OFFICE OF PUBLIC RELATIONS
305 Michigan Avenue

Detroit, Michigan 48226
www.AODcommunications.org
TEL 313-237-5943

FAX 313-237-4644

Archdiocese of Detroit
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Understanding

the Mass Parts
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DEPARTMENT OF COMMUNICATIONS

The Sign of Peace

A text in the prophecy of Micah reveals
the meaning of perfect shalom, that
Hebrew word usually translated as
“peace.”

“...they shall beat their swords into plowshares
and their spears into pruning hooks; nation shall
not lift up sword against nation, neither shall they
learn war anymore; but they shall all sit under
their own vines and under their own fig trees, and
no one shall make them afraid....” (Micah 4:3b-4)

Shalom is not just the absence of war but the fruit of
harmony. Earth’s metals become tools for feeding
people and tending the land. Everyone has enough
and no one has too much. Kings do not covet land or
glory, and young people have no need to learn
violence. Everyone works for a living, but enjoys
leisure time too — and “no one shall make them
afraid.”

Fear drives out peace, whether it is fear of bodily
harm, fear of being unable to make a living, fear of
seeing children face sickness, or joblessness or
aimlessness, fear of our own sin and what it does to
the fabric of community. Just before the Sign of
Peace we pray: “forgive us our trespasses as we
forgive those who trespass against us....” The Peace
Sign seals these words, drives out fear, and moves
us closer to Micah’s vision.

Different cultures communicate “peace” differently;
and in fact, the liturgical text requires no particular
formula.n The presider invites us to “offer each
other the sign of peace.” Then the rubrics say, “...all
offer one another a sign, in keeping with local
customs, that expresses, peace, communion and
charity.” In Japan, people bow to one another.
Latin Christians may share a warm embrazzo. In
more northern countries there might be a
handshake or a nod. Words are used or not; but the
meaning remains the same: “I offer you the fruits of
peace which flow from our union in the Lord.” That
union, soon to be deepened in Holy Communion,
brings about the shalom of God on this earth. In
other words, the Kingdom is coming because Christ-
in-us is making it happen.

i Remembering
Those Who Serve

DC2 Troy Baran
FNE3 Nathan Bilbrey
MSgt Christopher Capoccia
Cpt Kevin Chamberlain
Spc Samuel Feldman
Ensign Adam Haag
Cpt Christopher Haag
LT USN Ryan Haag
SSgt Michael R. Hagan
Cpt Michael A. Hoffman, D.D.S.
Sgt Daniel Johns
1Lt David F. Kuntz
Sgt Cory Moore
Cpt Christopher Platz
Cpt Lisa Marie Platz
MSgt Jeffrey Platz
MSgt Kevin Quant
Col Matthew Rettke
Cpt Brad Roshak
POHM2 John-Christopher Sbraccia
Sgt Kurtis Schneider
PFC Nicholas Spens
PFC Timothy James Spruytte
SMSgt Joseph Stevens
SSG Raymond Stier
PFC Christopher Tishler
SSG Nathaniel Wirgau
TSgt Jeffrey Yelencich

eSth
PRIESTHOOD

TRY IT ON!

The last recorded words of the Blessed
Mother in Sacred Scripture occurred at the
wedding feast at Cana: “Do whatever He
tells you” (John 2:5). Mary’s obedience
opened the way for Christ to come into the L
world. Is God calling you to be a priest or _ =8
religious sister or brother? Next week begins
National Vocation Awareness Week. Take time to
pray and listen to what God is telling you regarding
your vocation in life.

To learn more about vocations to the priesthood and
consecrated life, please visit our website at
www.detroitpriest.com. If you feel God is calling you
to the priesthood, contact Fr. Tim Birney, Director of
Priestly Vocations at birney.tim@aod.org,
313-237-5875.
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