with Jesus Christ.

December 4, 2011

R St.Augustine

Guided by the Holy Spirit, we strive to grow in loving support and forgiveness in union
We pledge our talents and resources through communal worship,
Christian education, service, outreach, and witness, to love God and neighbor in the world
around us. Prayerfully seeking to make the efforts of each the advantage of all, we invite,
encourage, and welcome all to join us.

68035 Main Street - Richmond, Michigan 48062

(586) 727-5215

Breakfast with St. Nicholas

This Sunday, December 4, 2011
8:30 a.m. to 11:00 a.m.

X0 BOE

Advent by Candlelight

This Sunday, December 4, 2011
6:00 p.m. Gathering in the Parish Hall
6:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.

ﬁw-

Guest Speaker Patricia Chase
Archdiocese of Detroit
Office of Catechetics & Evangelization

ol oy o O
Attention Ushers!

The annual meeting of the Usher Ministry is
scheduled for Wednesday, December 7, at
7:00 p.m. in the Parish Hall. All members of the
Usher Ministry and any parishioner who is
interested in joining the Usher Ministry are
encouraged to attend. Having received the
sacrament of Confirmation 1is the only
requirement in being a member of the Usher
Ministry. The Parish is in desperate need for
more ushers at all Masses.

For more information, please call Chris Stevens at
586-727-5215

Advent Calendar
Second Week of Advent

Daily Masses

~ 8:00 a.m. Mass

- 6:30 p.m. Mass and
Perpetual Help Devotions

Wednesday ~ 8:00 a.m. Mass
~ 8:00 a.m. Mass
~ 8:00 a.m. Mass

Monday
Tuesday

Friday
Saturday

Feast of the Immaculate Conception
Holy Day of Obligation
Thursday, December 8th

Masses at 6:00 a.m., 8:45 a.m. and 7:00 p.m.

Sacrament of Penance

Saturday, December 10th -~ 12:00 p.m. -~ 12:30 p.m.
Saturday, December 10th -~ 4:15 p.m. - 4:45 p.m.
Faith Enrichment
Word Among Us ~ Advent Issue

Available by the church entrances
Copies are free - one per family.

Faith in Action

Purchase a St. Augustine Spring Raffle Ticket after
all Masses

the needy
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St. Augustine Catholic Church ~ This Week Ahead ~
68035 Main St., Richmond, Michigan 48062
Website - http://www.staugustinecatholicchurch.com Monday, December 5, 2011

Email - staugustinerichmond@comcast.net SRR liiceting (Hall)

Tuesday, December 6, 2011

Parish Office: (586) 727-5215 Fax: (586) 727-3760 6:00 p.m. - Altar Sodality Christmas Party (Hall)
w ,D 7,2011
Hours: Monday - Friday, 9:00 a.m. - 11:30 a.m. and 4'§gger:d?|{aitﬁcl:=%rpn?:tzon (Hoa”)

AP = TIMTEEER = 11880 [l = AU [k, OF [ S Eol I s 6:30 p.m. - Contemp. Music Ensemble Practice (Church)

Bulletin Submissions Deadline: 5:00 p.m. on Friday for the ;88 Em : glasrilizlrispc;;;eﬁlz;s;?ny% gleiRy(Room 2)

following weekend; deadline changes near major holidays. 7:00 p.m. - Ushers Meeting (Hall)

Please submit electronically to staugustinerichmond@comcast.net
Thursday, December 8, 2011

Rev. Joseph Plawecki, Pastor - Ext. 115 10:30 a.m. - Mass at Medilodge

Rev. John Nedumcheril, Associate Pastor - Ext. 119 6:00 p.m. - Cantor Practice (Church)

Bob Fillhart, Business Manager - Ext. 116 8:00 p.m. - Choir Rehearsal (Church, after mass)
Colleen Baumgarten, Bookkeeper - Ext. 114 Saturday, December 10, 2011

Joe Agosta, Director of Music - Ext. 171 12:00 p.m. - Reconciliation (Church)

Ted Suwalkowski, Director of Buildings and Grounds - Ext. 127 4:15 p.m. - Reconciliation (Church)

Barbara Armstrong & Patti Misiuk, Secretaries - Ext. 110 5:30 p.m. - Altar Sodality Bake Sale (School Hallway)

Sunday, December 11, 2011
8:30 a.m. - Altar Sodality Bake Sale (School Hallway)
9:00 a.m. - Faith Formation (Hall)

Office of Faith Formation: (586) 727-9290
Email - faithformation@staugustinecatholicchurch.com

Tina Kovalcik,

Pastoral Associate/Director of Religious Education - Ext. 125 2 é*#‘*#*éﬁf e Q ? g e
03 02 °og [ °a ©3 o3 og o3 °o °s

Lisa Hamel, After-School Program Assistant - Ext. 141

Donna Solomon, Secretary - Ext. 111 St. Augustine
Youth Ministry (586) 727-9290 Parish Pastoral Council
2010-2011

St. Augustine School: (586) 727-9365

Website - http://www.staugustinecatholicschool.com L )
i Debbie Michon - Chair (586) 727-5215

Melissa Lipsmeier, Principal - Ext. 131 # Charlene Pizzimenti - Co-Chair
Connie Miller, Secretary - Ext. 129 .
Judy Rey, Secretary - Ext. 130 T Bridget Urquhart - Secretary
Sunday Masses:

Saturday - 5:00 p.m.; Sunday - 7:30, 9:30, 11:30 a.m. T Jill Hebel
Daily Masses: T Steven Kovalcik

Monday, Wednesday, and Friday - 8:00 a.m.; ¥+ Jessica Leenknegt

Thursday - 8:45 a.m.

Tuesday - 6:30 p.m.; First Saturday of the Month - 8:00 a.m. T Jason Smalley
Holy Day Masses: 6:00 a.m., 8:45 a.m., and 7:00 p.m. ® Arlene Schweiger

T Patty Smith

Sacrament of Reconciliation: .

Saturday, 4:15 p.m. in Church; or by appointment. T Fr. Joe Plawecki - (586) 727-5215

Sacrament of Baptism:
Preparation is required. Please contact the Office of
Faith Formation as far in advance as possible.

Registration and Parish Membership:
New Parishioners are always welcome!
Call or visit the Parish Office during business hours to
request registration materials.
Please remember to notify the Parish Office of any change
in your address, phone number, or membership status.

Sacrament of Marriage:
Arrangements must be made at least six months in
advance; contact the Pastor for an appointment.

Sacrament of the Sick: . .
Rich Knigh f Col :
Notify the Parish Office of any need for hospital or home visits. Il3criar:3ngricrlzlegl Ctasra%dcfgn?gntbus
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Scriptures

Monday, December 5, 2011

Is 35:1-10 7:30 a.m. -
Lk 5:17-26 Rosary
8:00 a.m. -
Mass

Tuesday, December 6, 2011

Is 40:1-11 6:00 p.m. -
Mt 18:12-14 Rosary
6:30 p.m. -
Mass

Wednesday, December 7, 2011

Is 40:25-31 7:30 a.m. -
Mt 11:28-30 Rosary
Divine Mercy Chaplet
8:00 a.m. -
Mass

Thursday, December 8, 2011

Gn 3:9-15, 20 Masses -
Eph 1:3-6, 11-12 6:00 a.m.
Lk 1:26-38 8:45 a.m.

7:00 p.m.

Friday, December 9, 2011

Is 48:17-19 7:30 am. -
Mt 11:16-19 Rosary
8:00 a.m. -
Mass

Saturday, December 10, 2011

Sir 48:1-4, 9-11
Mt 17:9a, 10-13 4:15 - 4:45 p.m. -

Reconciliation

12:00 - 12:30 p.m.

2 Our Parish Life

Intentions

Genevieve Wroblewski,
req. by Mr. & Mrs. Edward Fraley

St. Nicholas

Peter Shpilia,
req. by The Wenzloff Family

St. Ambrose

Gerry St. John,
req. by John & Marge Venuk

Immaculate Conception
of the Blessed Virgin Mary
(Holy Day of Obligation)

Dan Logghe,
req. by Dave & Jane Cheyne
and Family

St. Juan Diego Cuauhtlatoatzin

Genevieve Wroblewski,
req. by Mrs. DeCook

Pray for . . .

Please remember those who are...

Facing the challenges of illness at

home or in the hospital

Sunday, December 11, 2011

Third Sunday of
Advent

Eucharistic Liturgies:

- Saturday -
5:00 p.m.
- Sunday -
7:30 a.m.; 9:30 a.m.;
11:30 a.m.

Scriptures:

Isaiah 61:1-2a, 10-11
1Thessalonians 5:16-24
John 1:6-8, 19-28

Intentions:
Richard Prior,
req. by His Family

Genevieve Wroblewski,
req. by Antoinette Agosta

Deceased Members of
the Schweiger Family,
req. by The Family

Helen Plawecki,
req. by Mr. & Mrs. Alfons Inson & Al

Roger Parmentier,
req. by Dan & Claire Manchik &
Family

sk

W

R

Behold, [ am sending my messenger ahead of you;
he will prepare your way.
A voice of one crying out in the desert:
“Prepare the way of the Lord,
make straight his paths.”

N

— Mk 1:2b-3
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Live~Learn~Grow

The season of Advent is a great time to exercise
the spiritual gift that helps us grow in the
theological virtue of hope.

Advent is a time of quiet, joyful preparation for
the celebration of Jesus’ birth. It is also a time to
remember that we wait for Christ to come again
at the end of time.

This time of year is one of preparation and
anticipation. It is a time when we read in the
Bible about God’s promise to send a great light in
the darkness, to give sight to the blind, to fill us
with comfort and hope, to put an end to sin and
death, to give us more than we could ever hope for
or imagine, and to fill us with joy and peace.
Jesus IS that light in the darkness!

This is a wonderful time of year to learn a very
beautiful prayer called the Magnificat of Mary.
You will find this prayer in the Gospel of Luke
1:46-55. Through this prayer, you can remember
and relive Mary’s joy as she prayed to God. It is
in her “Yes” that we
celebrate this season at so
many different levels;
preparation, anticipation
and celebration.

Advent Blessings,

Tina Kovalcik
Pastoral Associate/DRE

Advent Wreath Lighters Needed

The Worship Commission is looking for people to
light the Advent Wreath at each Mass during
Advent. This is a great opportunity for
Confirmation students, young adults, families, or
individuals to do “a little something” during
Advent season.

We need volunteers for
each of the Masses each
weekend for four weeks,
beginning Saturday,
November 26 at the
5:00 p.m. Mass, through
Sunday, December 18 at

If you are interested, please call Tina in the Faith
Formation Office at 727-9290, extension 125.
Please journey with us this Advent

Altar SoolaLitg
Bake Sale

Saturday, December 10 th
Before § After 5:00 Mass

Sunday, December 11 - After All Masses

n the School Entrance Hall-

.”"f’* way (near the office) =2 ¢

S‘tO’P n and bb{g SOMe sweet Z‘-xt, qu\j
VIOL’LDMH treats

Altar Sodality
Christmas Potluck

The December meeting of the St. Augustine Altar
Sodality will be held Tuesday, December 6, with the
annual Christmas potluck starting at 6:00 p.m. in
the Parish Hall for those who wish to attend the 6:30
Mass.

Each Sodality member is asked to bring:

A large dish to pass

An unwrapped baby gift for the NCCW layettes.
They are in need of onesies - size 0-3, diapers
(newborn & size 1).

Toiletries and phone cards for the service men and
women.

There will be a short Sodality meeting after dinner.

Our guest speaker for the meeting will be:
Tina Kovalcik on “Women in the Bible”

The Refreshment Committee for the meeting is:
Sylvia Bryzik, Vita Hohmann, Darlene McVannel
and Dorothy Pietras.
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Flat Stanley

(Flat Stanley
that i1s). Flat Stanley is a series of chapter books

Second Grade is Stanley crazy!!!

created by the late author, Marc Brown. This
lesson is not in a textbook, but certainly fills each
child with wonder and excitement as they become
actively engaged in learning. In fact, many have
no idea they are learning anything at all because
they are having so much fun!!

I first discovered this book at a Michigan Reading
Convention I attended several years ago. The tale
is of a boy who becomes flat after a bulletin board
falls on him. Stanley thinks it’s pretty cool being
flat because he can slide under doors, become part
of a museum painting where he catches thieves,
and even takes part in a sailboat race in which
he’s the sail!

In the first story, Stanley wishes he could visit a
friend in California, but his parents can’t afford
the airfare. They decide to put him in an envelope
and mail him to California.

This favorite book of second graders has become a
springboard of a wonderful social studies project.
The students begin by decorating their own
Stanley. They then decide what relative or friend
they want Stanley to visit and write a letter to
accompany him on his trip. The relative may or
may not live in Michigan. Often Stanley even
travels out of the United States. In past years, he
visited Germany and even went as far as China!

The letter instructs the relative to take care of
Stanley for awhile and then return him with a log
of the adventures they had with him. The
students always eagerly await the return of their
Stanley.

There are many learning skills acquired in this
fun project. The students learn the writing
process as they compose their letters, edit final

copies and then mail them in envelopes they
themselves have addressed. In addition to
strengthening writing skills, students learn basic
map skills as they graph all the states and
countries Stanley has visited and learn something
about how other children live.

To date, five students have received his or her
Stanley back. They are very excited and can
hardly wait to open their letters and packages to
share the contents with the rest of the class.
Some of the Stanleys have come back with photos
and memorabilia from their travels including
pens, key chains, and magnets, and even candy
for the entire class. We even had quite a laugh
one year when one relative sent a friend with
Stanley...Flat Sally!!

The tales of Stanley will be displayed in our main
hall of the school. We invite you to stop in and
meet the young second grade authors and our
world traveler, Stanley.

Linda Viviano
Second Grade Teacher

St. Augustine 2nd Graders
and their Flat Stanley Letters

Catholic Schools

Teaching Minds. Reaching Hearts.
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Christmas Grief

When you've lost a loved one, the
holiday season can be a painful
reminder of the terrible loss you are
feeling, instead of bringing warmth, love and
excitement. The first few years are perhaps the most
difficult, but even years later, the holidays may lack
the joy they once had for you.

Joy is in the world, but you are hurting.

Why is Christmas so difficult when we are grieving?
Perhaps it’s the contrast between what is going on all
around us and what we are feeling in our heart. The
signs of rejoicing are everywhere. People smiling,
people laughing, but not you. In the midst of joy, you
feel sad. Your heart is heavy. You are grieving.
Shoppers rush by, their arms filled with gifts. You
walk alone, feeling empty. City sidewalks twinkle with
color and light. But a light has gone out in your life.
Your loved one has died.

Perhaps it is the first Christmas since the death. Even
if more time has passed, the grief and sadness can
return at this time of the year with a special force.
Carolers sing out, “Joy to the world!”, but you don’t feel
like singing this Christmas. There seems to be little to
be joyful about in your world. Holiday cards arrive
with messages of good cheer, but they don’t cheer you
up. They only seem to remind you of what you have
lost.

You don’t have to face your grief alone.

The good news i1s, you can turn to loved ones for
companionship and comfort. Your friends and family
understand that you are hurting. They are ready to
help in any way they can. If loved ones are close at
hand, you can spend a quiet evening visiting with
them. Even from a distance, you can feel connected
through a phone call, letter, or email. Staying close to
those who care helps at this difficult time. Seek a
balance between time alone and time with others.
Moments of solitude are helpful, but isolation isn’t.
Reach out to a friend when you just need to talk.

Next week’s article will include ways to lift your
spirits, get yourself moving, and how to seek a deeper

“reason for the season.”

St. Augustine Health Ministry Team

DEPARTMENT OF COMMUNICATIONS

Archdiocese of Detroit Bl
305 Michigan Avenue

LA Detroit, Michigan 48226

www.AODcommunications.org

TEL 313-237-5943

FAX 313-237-4644

Understanding
the Mass Parts

The Opening Dialogue,
Preface and Holy, Holy

At the Last Supper, Jesus led the disciples in familiar
Jewish meal prayers they had known from childhood.
The final prayer — prayed over a cup of wine which
would be shared by everyone began with the
following dialogue:

Host: Let us give thanks unto our Lord God.

Guests: Blessed be the Name of the Lord from this
time forth for evermore.

Host: With the assent of those present we will bless
Him of whose bounty we have partaken.

Guests: Blessed be He of whose bounty we have
partaken and through whose goodness we live.

This Last Supper dialogue still echoes in the opening
dialogue of our Eucharistic Prayer:

Presider: “Lift up your hearts!”

People: “We lift them up to the Lord.”

Presider: “Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People: “It is right and just.”

These words, translated to better reflect the Latin
original, call us to pray the Eucharistic prayer with the
priest-presider. As the 4th century Bishop John
Chrysostom said: “The entire local community, as the
chosen people of God, offers the Kucharistic prayer
pronounced by the priest, and expressly commissions
him to speak in its name...” The priest, he implies, is
the mouthpiece of the people’s thanksgiving prayer.
We are the praying, and he is the servant of our praise.

The first prayer the priest offers in our name begins:
“Father, all powerful and ever-living God....” These are
the first words of the prefaces, prayers of praise which
change with the feasts and seasons. Then the
community sings together the song Isaiah heard in his
vision of God’s throne: “Holy, holy, holy Lord God of
hosts” (Is 6:3). ((Note that the words have changed
from “Lord God of power and might” to “Lord God of
hosts”.  This more accurately translates the Hebrew
word sabaoth, a plural noun imaging God as the
powerful leader of heavenly armies.) As the
Eucharistic Prayer begins, all that we have brought to
the altar in the preparation of gifts is caught up in
Christ’s perfect praise of the Father.
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St. Augustine’s Giving Tree

Thank you to all that have taken tags from the Giving
Tree. There is a great need this year as so many need
help. This year we are helping the following
organizations:

e Kids in Distress, St. Clair - Helping children in need

e Catholic Social Services of Macomb, which include:
Project Hope/baby items; Senior Companion; and
Refugee Services

e Richmond Pines - Our neighbors

e Light House of Macomb - Children in need

e Imago Dei Pregnancy Center, Macomb County -
Helping pregnant women and babies

e McWarm of St. Margaret Church, Macomb County -
Warming center for the homeless which provides
meals and warm clothing.

Please take an ornament from the Giving Tree, purchase
a gift, and return the new item to Church by Sunday,
December 18th. Return gifts unwrapped, with the
ornament attached to the gift. Thanks for helping those in
need! God bless you for your generosity.

@ Church Cleaning

Al for Christmas

Any Parish member who would like to help clean
the Church for Christmas is invited to come on
Thursday, December 15 at 9:00 a.m. Please

bring a pail and towels.

Sponsored by the St. Augustine Altar Sodality

Mass Will Honor
St. Juan Diego
and
Our Lady of Guadalupe

At 7:00 p.m. on Friday, Dec. 9th, Archbishop Allen
Vigneron will celebrate Mass at the Cathedral of the
Most Blessed Sacrament in honor of the feast day of
St. Juan Diego, the peasant to whom the Virgin Mary
appeared as Our Lady of Guadalupe.

All are invited to attend. The Cathedral is located at
9844 Woodward Avenue in Detroit.

S

~ Stewawrdship ~

Weekly Sunday Collections
November 20, 2011

66 o o
*%

Budget Amount $ 10,013.00 Number of adult envelopes used 304
Net Over/(Under) $ ($766.56)

Number of children’s envelopes used 76
Week 21 YTD Budget Amount $ 210,273.00
Sunday Collection YTD Total $ 203,859.11 Children’s collection $126.44
Net Over/(Under) ($6,413.89)

November 27 2011

Budget Amount $ 10,013.00 Number of adult envelopes used 296
Collection Amount $ 9,136.43 Loose collection $626.11
Net Over/(Under) $ (876.57)

Number of children’s envelopes used 49
Week 22 YTD Budget Amount $ 220,286.00
Sunday Collection YTD Total $ 212,995.54 Children’s collection $67.20

Net Over/(Under) ($7,290.46)
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Advent Penance Services

Many opportunities are available at St. Augustine Parish
this Advent season for private reconciliation services.
These times are published weekly on the front page of the
bulletin and also in the St. Augustine Advent/Christmas
calendar which was mailed to all parishioners.

Communal Penance Services are also offered three
different times at our neighboring Blue Water Vicariate
parishes. The times for these services are as follows:

Wednesday, December 14th at 7:00 p.m.
St. Mary Queen of Creation, New Baltimore

Saturday, December 17th at 1:00 p.m.
St. Mary, St. Clair

Tuesday, December 20th at 7:00 p.m.
Holy Trinity, Port Huron (St. Stephen site)

League of Catholic Women
December Event

The League of Catholic Women will hold a noon
Christmas luncheon meeting on Thursday,
December 15, 2011, at the Thomas Edison Inn,
500 Thomas Edison Parkway, Port Huron. Music
will be provided by Johnny Needham. Meal
selections will be breast of chicken or whitefish. The
cost is $13.50. Please send your reservation checks
to Katie Ricketts, 906 Hollis Street, Port Huron, Ml
48060.

New members and guests are most welcome.
Memberships are available at the luncheon.

i Remembering
Those Who Serve

DC2 Troy Baran
FNE3 Nathan Bilbrey
MSgt Christopher Capoccia
Cpt Kevin Chamberlain
Spc Samuel Feldman
Ensign Adam Haag
Cpt Christopher Haag
LT USN Ryan Haag
SSgt Michael R. Hagan
Cpt Michael A. Hoffman, D.D.S.
Sgt Daniel Johns
1Lt David F. Kuntz
Sgt. Christopher Lemke
Sgt Cory Moore
Cpt Christopher Platz
Cpt Lisa Marie Platz
MSgt Jeffrey Platz
MSgt Kevin Quant
Col Matthew Rettke
Cpt Brad Roshak
POHM2 John-Christopher Sbraccia
Sgt Kurtis Schneider
PFC Nicholas Spens
PFC Timothy James Spruytte
SMSgt Joseph Stevens
SSG Raymond Stier
PFC Christopher Tishler
SSG Nathaniel Wirgau
TSgt Jeffrey Yelencich

Project Hope

7
Project Hope is a newborn > \
BABY PANTRY sponsored by

Catholic Services of Macomb in /=
Warren. The Project Hope

Baby Pantry is available to

any family currently residing in Macomb

County. We have a large supply of brand
baby/infant items (such as diapers, clothing,
blankets, etc.) and will provide eligible families
with material assistance on a one -time only
basis.

-new

For further information about the services that
we provide, please call us at (586) 755  -7980.

Blue Christmas Service
December 21, 2011
7:00 p.m.

Held at
First United Church of Christ
68651 South Forest Avenue in Richmond

Though Christmas if often considered a joyful time, it
can also be a painful time for a variety of reasons.
The Blue Christmas Service seeks to acknowledge
sadness and concern, and reminds us that we are

not alone. It also provides time and space for quiet
reflection in an often busy and noisy

time of year. If you have questions

please feel free call (ﬁ

First United Church of Chrlst at %%

586-727-3155




