
A ugustine 
Guided by the Holy Spirit, we strive to grow in loving support and forgiveness in union 
with Jesus Christ.  We pledge our talents and resources through communal worship, 
Christian education, service, outreach, and witness, to love God and neighbor in the world 
around us.  Prayerfully seeking to make the efforts of each the advantage of all, we invite, 
encourage, and welcome all to join us. 

t.   S  

December 26, 2010          68035 Main Street - Richmond, Michigan 48062          (586) 727-5215 
 

May the Peace and Blessings  
 

Of this Holy Season 
 

Be with you and your family throughout the coming New Year! 
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St. Augustine  
Parish Pastoral Council 

2010-2011 
 

� Debbie Michon - Chair 

� Otto Hohmann - Vice Chair  

� Jill Hebel - Secretary  
 

� Steven Kovalcik  

� Douglas Kubick  
� Jessica Leenknegt  
� Elizabeth Montgomery  
� Greg Rushlow  
� Patty Smith  
� Fr. Joe Plawecki  

St. Augustine Catholic Church 
 

68035 Main St., Richmond, Michigan 48062  
Website - http://www.staugustinecatholicchurch.com 

Email - staugustinerichmond@comcast.net 
 

Parish Office: (586) 727-5215              Fax: (586) 727-3760 
 

Hours:  Monday - Friday, 9:00 a.m. - 11:30 a.m. and 
Monday - Thursday - 1:30 p.m. - 5:00 p.m., or by appointment 

 
Bulletin Submissions Deadline:  5:00 p.m. on Friday  for the 
following weekend; deadline changes near major holidays. 
Please submit electronically to dbertossi.st.a@comcast.net 

 
    Rev. Joseph Plawecki, Pastor - Ext. 115 
    Rev. John Nedumcheril, Associate Pastor - Ext. 119 
    Bob Fillhart, Business Manager - Ext. 116 
    Colleen Baumgarten, Bookkeeper - Ext. 114 
    Joe Agosta, Director of Music - Ext. 171 
    Ted Suwalkowski, Director of Buildings and Grounds 
    Barbara Armstrong & Patti Misiuk, Secretaries - Ext. 110 
    

Office of Faith Formation: (586) 727-9290 
Email - faithformation@staugustinecatholicchurch.com 

 

    Tina Kovalcik,  
    Pastoral Associate/Director of Religious Education - Ext. 125 
    Lisa Hamel, After-School Program Assistant - Ext. 141 
    Betty Raska, Secretary - Ext. 111     
 

Youth Ministry (586) 727-9290 
      

 St. Augustine School: (586) 727-9365 
Website - http://www.staugustinecatholicschool.com 

 

    Jerry Bagierek, Principal - Ext. 131 
    Connie Miller, Secretary - Ext. 129 
    Judy Rey, Secretary - Ext. 130 
 
    Sunday Masses:   
       Saturday - 5:00 p.m.; Sunday - 7:30, 9:30, 11:30 a.m.  
 
    Daily Masses:   
       Monday, Wednesday, Thursday, and Friday - 8:00 a.m.; 
       Tuesday - 6:30 p.m.; First Saturday of the Month - 8:00 a.m. 
 
    Holy Day Masses:  6:00 a.m., 8:00 a.m., and 7:00 p.m. 
 
    Sacrament of Reconciliation:   
       Saturday, 4:15 p.m. in Church; or by appointment. 
 
    Sacrament of Baptism: 
       Preparation is required. Please contact the Office of  
       Faith Formation as far in advance as possible. 
 
    Sacrament of Marriage:  
       Arrangements must be made at least six months in  
       advance; contact the Pastor for an appointment.  
  
   Sacrament of the Sick: 
       Notify the Parish Office of any need for hospital or home 
       visits. 

 
 

~ This Week Ahead ~ 
 
 

Monday, December 27, 2010 
Parish Office Closed 
8:00 p.m. - AA Meeting (Hall) 
 
Wednesday, December 29, 2010 
4:00 p.m. - Reconciliation (Church) 
6:30 p.m. - Contemporary Music Practice (Church) 
 
Thursday, December 30, 2010 
Parish Office Closed 
7:00 p.m. - Choir Rehearsal (Church) 
 
Friday, December 31, 2010 
Parish Office Closed 
5:00 p.m. - Mass (Church) 
 
Saturday, January 1, 2011 
9:30 a.m. - Mass (Church) 
11:30 a.m. - Mass (Church) 

 
    Registration and Parish Membership: 
       New Parishioners are always welcome!  
      Call or visit the Parish Office during business hours to  
      request registration materials. 
      Please remember to notify the Parish Office of any change  
      in your address, phone number, or membership status. 
 
    Richmond Knights of Columbus: 
      Brian J. Brickel, Grand Knight - ( 
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                       Our Parish Life 
 

  
Scriptures                                                        Intentions                                    
           Monday, December 27, 2010                                 St. John  
1 Jn 1:1-4 
Jn 20:1a, 2-8 

7:30 a.m. - 
Rosary 

8:00 a.m. - 
Mass 

For The People of  
St. John the Evangelist Parish, 
Allenton 

          Tuesday, December 28, 2010                            The Holy Innocents 

1 Jn 1:5-22 
Mt 2:13-18 

6:00 p.m. – 
Rosary 

6:30 p.m. – 
Mass 

Barbara Booza, 
21st Anniversary Remembrance 
   req  by the Kinsey Family 

    

           Wednesday, December 29, 2010                       St. Thomas Becket                                                                          
1 Jn 2:3-11 
Lk 2:22-35 

7:30 a.m. 
Rosary 
8:00 a.m. 
Mass 

Lynn Henson - 
2nd Anniversary Remembrance, 
   req. by Gayleen Schneider 

      

           Thursday, December 30, 2010                                                
1 Jn 2:12-17 
Lk 2:36-40 

7:30 a.m. - 
Rosary 

8:00 a.m. - 
Mass 

Anthony Emmi - 
10th Anniversary Remembrance, 
   req. by His Mother, Marion Emmi  
   &  Loved Ones 
 

 

             Friday, December 31, 2010                                St. Sylvester                                         
1 Jn  2:18-21 
Jn 1:1-18 

5:00 p.m. - 
Holy Day Vigil  

Mass 
Linda Latour 
   req. by Pat & Gordon Morgan 

 

           Saturday, January 1, 2010                            Mary, the Mother of God 
Nm 6:22-27 
Gal 4:4-7 
Lk 2:16-21 

9:30 a.m. 
and 

11:30 a.m. 
Holy Day Masses 

For the People of St. Augustine Parish 

 

Sunday, January 2, 2011 

Epiphany  
of the 

Lord 
 
 
 
 
 

+Eucharistic Liturgies: 
 

– Sunday – 
7:30 a.m.;  9:30 a.m.;   

11:30 a.m. 
 

Scriptures:   

Isaiah 60:1-6 
Ephesians 3:2-3a, 5-6 

Matthew 2:1-12 
 

Intentions:  
 

Mel Karol - 
Birthday Remembrance, 

req. by Wife Jean & Family 
 

Charlotte Engardio,  
req. by Dave & Patti Misiuk 

 

Joe Manchik, 
req. by Patricia & Francis 

Manchik 
 

Layna Marie Sanders, 
req. by Myron & Patricia Cloutier 

 

Cheryl Lambert, 
req. by Her Husband,  

Paul Lambert 

 
Please remember those who are… 

 

Facing the challenges of illness at home or in the hospital, 
Receiving extend care, 

and 
those who have gone on to 

Celebrate Eternal Life in Christ 
 

God the Father, Hear our Prayer, Hear us, God the Son, 
Holy spirit, Hear our Prayer, Mercy on your People, Lord. 
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Have you heard the Good News?  Jesus is the 
son of God!  Ask any faith formation student this 
question and wait for the answer.  You should 
get a very loud response! 
 
Christmas is a time of many traditions.  In 
baptism preparation, I stress the importance of 
beginning a new tradition or making sure that 
old traditions are not forgotten.  As Catholics, 
we are surrounded with many Rites and rituals 
that are embellished with tradition!  One of the 
faith formation program traditions is when we 
return from Christmas break is to ask the above 
question.  Their faces light up and out beams 
the answer!  They make my heart smile! 
 
There is nothing more precious than watching 
the joyful face of a child.  Christmas morning 
can lead to lifelong memories.  It’s not about 
the gifts but about the glorious message that 
the shepherds heard; a Savior has been born!  
The gift that we received is a gift beyond our 
understanding!  
 
We often think of the Holy Family as two ideal 
parents gazing adoringly at the newborn child.  
Today’s families often face challenges that 
may make them feel less than holy.  The Gospel 
of Matthew 2:19-23 reminds us that the Holy 
Family also faced challenges, as the young 
parents struggled to protect their newborn son.  
This week, help someone to be grateful for the 
trust and love of their family.  Remind them that 
they are loved and protected as members of 
the family of God and the Church.   
 
As you give and receive gifts this Christmas, 
remember and rejoice in the tremendous gift 
given to us by God - the gift of his Son, Jesus 
Christ!  The gift that keeps on giving! 
 
Christmas Blessings~ 
 
Tina Kovalcik 
Pastoral Associate/DRE 

 

Faith Formation 
Live ~ Learn ~ Grow 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

From our home to yours~ 
 

May your Christmas be filled with peace,  
joy, and happiness! 

 
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year! 

From all of us in the 
 Faith Formation Department 

 
Tina Kovalcik, Lisa Hamel 
Betty Raska, Jeanne Treend, 

Rosann Holmes, Shelley Ottenbacher, 
& Betsy John 

 
Wishes for a Blessed Christmas 

from 
St. Augustine School 

 
On behalf of the staff and students of  
St. Augustine School I want to wish 
Father Joe, Father John, and all members 
of the parish a blessed and joyful 
Christmas.  The students recently 
demonstrated their understanding of the 
true meaning of Christmas in our Advent 
program “Back to the Manger.”  Every one 
of us is grateful for the support of Catholic 
education we get from our pastors and 
parishioners.  During this season we are 
more aware of the support given to the 
school and work every day to repay that 
support by living according to the 
teachings of Jesus.   
 
Jerry Bagierek 
Principal 
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 A Note from Father Joe 

 

St. A’s 
 

Health Ministry 
 

A Christmas 
Blessing 

From the Nurse  
Maureen Duncan 

 
May there be harmony in all your relationships. 
May sharp words, envious thoughts, and hostile 
feelings be dissolved. 
 
May you give and receive love generously.  May this 
love echo in your heart like the joy of church bells on 
a clear December day. 
 
May each person who comes into your life be greeted 
as another Christ.  May the honor given the Babe of 
Bethlehem be that which you extend to every guest 
who enters your presence. 
 
May the hope of this sacred season settle in your 
soul.  May it be a foundation of courage for you when 
times of distress occupy your inner land. 
 
May the wonder and awe that fills the hearts of 
children be awakened within you.  May it lead you 
to renewed awareness and appreciation of whatever 
you too easily take for granted. 
 
May the bonds of love for one another be 
strengthened as you gather with your family and 
friends around the table of festivity and 
nourishment. 
 
May you daily open the gift of your life and be 
grateful for the hidden treasures it contains. 
 
May the coming year be one of good health for you. 
May you have energy and vitality.  May you care 
well for your body, mind, and spirit. 
 
May you keep your eye on the Star within you and 
trust this Luminescent Presence to guide and direct 
you each day. 
 
May you go often to the Bethlehem of your hearts 
and visit the One who offers you peace.  May you 
bring this peace into our world. 
 
Author: Joyce Rupp  
From “Out of the Ordinary” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Many dedicated and generous efforts have 
made this Christmas a beautiful and 
inspiring celebration.  I wish to thank all 
those who gave much time to cleaning and 
decorating the church.  Combined with the 
results of our renovation, the church is in top 
condition and many of our visitors and guests 
are encouraged to join us on a regular basis 
for worship.   
 
I wish to thank the parish staff, our choir 
director, musicians, cantors, choir members, 
servers, lectors, sacristans, Eucharistic 
ministers, ushers, and all volunteers for their 
dedicated service.  The Christmas liturgies 
show especially how we are all members of 
the One Body in Christ, and every member is 
important to the work of Christ and His 
Church.  May the Lord reward all of you for 
your goodness shown to Him and His people. 
 
I would like to offer my special thanks and 
deepest appreciation to all those who sent me 
good wishes and gifts for Christmas.  I am 
most grateful for your thoughtfulness to me.   
 
Finally, on behalf of Fr. John, the parish staff, 
and myself, I wish all of you a happy, healthy, 
and Blessed New Year in 2011! 
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CAPITAL CAMPAIGN 
LEADERSHIP MEETING 

 

Thursday, January 6, 2011, 7:00 p.m. 
 

We are looking for at least 20 volunteers to 
be part of the Capital Campaign Committee 
for a four-month commitment.  Please 
consider if you can help and attend this 
meeting in the School Library for more 
information. 

 Solemnity  
of  

Mary,  
Mother of God 
 
 

Holy Day Mass Schedule 
 

Friday, December 31, 2010 
 

5:00 p.m. 
(No morning Mass) 

 
Saturday, January 1, 2011 

 
9:30 a.m. 
11:30 a.m. 

(No 7:30 a.m. or 5:00 p.m. Masses) 
(No Confessions) 

 

National Domestic Violence Hotl ine 
1-800-799-7233 

 

Family Violence Hotline 
1-800-996-6228 

 

Do not suffer in silence.  You are NOT alone. 
These hotlines are staffed with trained counselors  
who will provide crisis assistance and information. 

 

2010 CSA Update 
 
2010 CSA Target    $76, 952.00 
 
Amount Pledged    $49,184.00 
 
Amount Under Target ($27,768.00) 
 
Percent of Target   64% 

 January Altar Sodality Meeting 
 
The first Altar Sodality Meeting of 2011 will 
be held on Tuesday, January 4, at 7:15 p.m. 
in the Parish Hall.  A topic of discussion will  
cover the Anniversary Breakfast to be held on 
February 13.  The Refreshment Committee 
for the January meeting is: Sylvia Bryzik, 
Margaret Rettke, Kathy Shpilia, and Delores 
Sparby. 
 

All women of the parish are welcome to 
attend. 

 
Is the Christmas Season 

Bringing You  
Joy or Sadness? 

 
Christmas is a time of joy and excitement for 
many married couples and families.  But for some, 
it is a time of tension and sadness.  Some married 
couples may think they made a mistake by getting 
married.  They see unhappiness ahead of them 
and may have even considered divorce.  Do you 
feel anxious about your marriage?.  
 
Other couples have found happiness in a marriage 
that looked like it was heading for disaster.  
Retrouvaille helped! 
 
The next Retrouvaille program begins with a 
weekend at the Embassy Suites in Livonia on 
January 14 - 16, 2011.  For further information, 
call (800) 470-2230. 
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Budget Amount     $  11,329.00 
 

Collection Amount     $  10,336.30 
 

Net Over/(Under)    ($       992.70) 
 

Week 24 YTD Budget Amount  $271,896.00 
 

Sunday Collection YTD Total    $236,661.27 
 

Net Over/(Under)    ($  35,234.73) 

 
Number of adult envelopes used:   273 
 
Loose collection      $470.00 
 
Number of children’s envelopes used:   70 
 
Children’s collection     $110.07 
 
September EFTs          $1,912.23 

~ Stewardship  ~ 

 

A Family Perspective 
by Bud Ozar 

 

Today’s  Gospel  says  Joseph 
“made his home in Nazareth.” 
A  “home”  is  built  on  the 
foundation  of  love, 
commitment,  and  a  shared 
history, and is decorated with 
forgiveness, acceptance, rituals, 
discipline, and mutual support.  
The Holy Family challenges us today:  Don’t live 
“anyplace,” live at home! 

Weekly Sunday Collection 
December 12, 2010 

 
The Roman Missal: 
Why will the new 
translation sound 

different? 
 

 
The English translation of the Roman Missal 
that we have been using since 1973 has been 
less formal and more conversational in style. 
This style was very valuable in helping the 
people to hear and understand the prayers 
and to take their proper role in the 
celebration of the Eucharist, but some of the 
precision and nuance of the original Latin 
was lost.  
 
The new translation will use a more formal 
language  and  be  closer  to  the  language, 
grammar,  and  syntax  of  the  Latin  editio 
typica.   It  is  important  to  remember  the 
liturgical principle that has been recognized 
since the 5th century, namely, that “the law 
of prayer is the law of belief.” The Church is 
always concerned that the words we use in 
our prayer accurately reflect what we really 
believe.   The  new  translation  will  more 
accurately speak to what we believe as a 
Church. 

 

 

Come Let Us Adore Him! 
 

A celebration of the birth of Christ as seen in a 
display of 300 Nativity sets from 50 countries 

 

St. Mary Queen of Creation 
Parish Center 

50931 Maria (at Main) 
New Baltimore 

December 26-28 
Noon - 7:00 p.m. 
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Remember The Sick 

 

Please include 
the following name(s)  

on the Prayer List during 
January 

 
 
 

______________________________________________ 
 

______________________________________________ 
 

 

______________________________________________ 
 

Submitted by: _________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

DC2 Troy Baran 
FNE3 Nathan Bilbrey 

Cpt Kevin Chamberlain  
Cpl Kyle Dupuis 

Spc Samuel Feldman 
Mid3 Adam Haag 

Cpt Christopher Haag 
LT USN Ryan Haag 

SSgt Michael R. Hagan 
Cpt Michael A. Hoffman, D.D.S. 

Sgt Daniel Johns 
1Lt David F Kuntz 

Cpl Christopher Lemke 
SP4 Cory Moore 

Cpt Christopher Platz 
Cpt Lisa Marie Platz 
MSgt Jeffrey Platz 
PFC Ryan Pryslak 
MSgt Kevin Quant 

Col Matthew Rettke 
1Lt Brad Roshak 

POHM2 John-Christopher Sbraccia 
SPC Kurtis Schneider 
PFC Nicholas Spens 

SMSgt Joseph Stevens 
SSG Raymond Stier 

PFC Christopher Tishler 
Sgt Nathaniel Wirgau 

TSgt Jeffrey Yelencich 

 
Remembering 

Those Who Serve 

 

NET Retreat 
 
 

National Evangelization Team 
 

 
Experience God through uplifting prayer, moving 

dramas, funny skits, great music, personal testimony, 
and small groups. 

 
Sunday, January 30, 2011 

4:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m. 
St. Mary Catholic Church 

415 North Sixth St. 
St. Clair 

(Begin in school activities room, and end in church) 
 

Teens Grades 7 - 12 
Free admission and pizza dinner 

 
Includes Sunday Liturgy 

 
Families are invited to join us in church at  

8:00 p.m. for Mass 
 

NET:  The National Evangelization Teams are 
Catholic young adults from around the U.S. 
(and beyond) who travel across the country 

conducting retreats for Catholic young people 
just like YOU! 

 
www.netusa.org 

 
Challenging young Catholics to love Christ and 

embrace the life of the Church. 
 

Please RSVP by January 25 to 
Tina Kovalcik at (586) 727-9290, ext 125, or at 

tinakovalcik@yahoo.com 
 

Any questions may also be addressed to Tina.   
 

This event is made possible by the Catholic 
Churches of the Bluewater Vicariate. 


